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By Mr. Farnam of Medford (by request), petition of Helen Mejan
that terms of imprisonment be calculated to include time spent in a prison
or jail prior to conviction of the alleged crime. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to calculating terms of imprisonment.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make effective at
3 once certain provisions of law relative to calculating
4 terms of imprisonment and certain related matters, there-
-5 fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-6 sary for the immediate preservation of the public con-
-7 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter F27 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 129 the fol-
-3 lowing new section: •
4 Section 129A. Any time spent by a person, convicted
5 of a crime, in a prison or jail prior to his or her convic-
-6 tion and before sentence has been pronounced on him
7 or her, shall become and be calculated as a part of the
8 term of the sentence imposed upon him or her, and such
9 time shall, in addition to the reductions allowed under

10 the provisions of section one hundred and twenty-nine
11 of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the General
12 Laws, be deducted from the term of the maximum sen-
-13 tence imposed.
14 A certificate shall be furnished with the commitment
15 upon the delivery to the prison or institution of the
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16 prisoner sentenced to same, certifying as to the number
17 of days said prisoner was confined in jail or a house of
18 correction, prior to sentence, and this time to be de-
-19 ducted from the term of the maximum sentence imposed
20 as time served. Said certificate shall be prepared by the
21 sheriff or officer in charge of the jail or house of correc-
-22 tion in which the prisoner was confined while waiting
23 trial and conviction, and shall show the time spent by
24 the prisoner in said jail or house of correction.
25 At the time of commitment it shall be the duty of the
26 officer required by law to deliver the prisoner to the
27 proper officer in execution of the judgment to endorse
28 upon the commitment papers the length of time spent
29 by the person committed in a jail or house of correction
30 prior to his conviction and before sentence, which is to
31 be calculated as time served and deducted by the insti-
-32 tution clerk from said prisoner’s maximum sentence as
33 imposed by the court.

1 Section 2. The provisions of this act shall be appli-
-2 cable to prisoners sentenced before, as well as to those
3 sentenced on or after, its effective date.


