
HOUSE No. 481
By Mr. Sylvia of Oak Bluffs, petition of James F. Morrice and others

for the establishment of the Vineyard Sound waterway district commis-
sion and relative to the powers and duties of said commission. Trans-
portation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act establishing the vineyard sound waterway

DISTRICT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared
3 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
4 preservation of the public health and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, by and with the consent
2 of the council, shall appoint three men, inhabitants of
3 the commonwealth, who shall constitute a commis-
-4 sion to be known as the Vineyard Sound Waterway
5 District Commission, which district shall comprise the
6 towns of Nantucket, Barnstable, Falmouth, Chilmark,
7 Edgartown, Gay Head, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury and West
8 Tisbury. The commissioners shall hold office, one for
9 the term of five years, who shall be a resident of Barn-

-10 stable, Dukes or Nantucket counties, who is to be named
11 chairman, and one who shall hold office for three years,
12 and one for two years who shall be named by the su-
-13 prerae judicial court. The chairman shall be a man
14 experienced in matters of inland waterways transpor-
-15 tation and shall receive a salary of twelve thousand
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16 dollars per year, and the two other members shall re
17 ceive no salary.

1 Section 2. Said commission shall, as soon as may
2 be after its appointment and annually thereafter on the
3 first Monday of May, organize by the choice of one of
4 its members as secretary, and may appoint an account-
-5 ant who shall serve as treasurer, and such other agents,
6 officers, clerks and employees as it deems necessary to
7 carry out the purposes of this act, and may employ
8 counsel. It may determine the duties and compensa-
-9 tion of such appointees and remove the same at pleasure

10 consistent with the laws of the commonwealth relating
11 to classification and employment of persons engaged
12 in the service of the commonwealth. On or before the
13 first Wednesday in January in each year said commis-
-14 sion shall make report of its proceedings to the general
15 court, together with a full statement of its receipts and
16 disbursements.

1 Section 3. In order to provide adequate transpor-
-2 tation of persons and necessaries of life for the islands
3 of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard, the said com-
-4 mission is hereby authorized and empowered to con-
-5 struct, maintain and operate necessary vessels, docks,
6 wharves, other vessels, equipment, furniture and sup-
-7 plies, to issue bonds through the office of the state treas-
-8 urer, and to purchase or take by right of eminent do-
-9 main the fights and privileges of the New Bedford,

10 Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steam-
-11 ship Authority, as hereinafter provided in this act.

1 Section 4. The said commission, acting in behalf
2 and in the name of the commonwealth, may take and
3 hold by purchase or otherwise, as far as may be nec-
-4 essary or advisable in the opinion of the commission,
5 any land or rights in land of the commonwealth upon
6 such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon by
7 it and the state department or other authority which
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8 at the time is vested by the commonwealth with the
9 care and control of such lands or rights, and if the said

10 commission and such department or other authority
11 cannot agree upon said terms and conditions, then such
12 terms and conditions shall be fixed by the supreme
13 judicial court. Any taking under this act of property
14 or rights in property, and all proceedings in relation
15 to or growing out of such takings shall conform to the
16 provisions of chapter seventy-nine of the General
17 Laws except in the following particulars:
18 (a) The commission need make no award of damages
19 sustained by persons or corporations in their property
20 hy any such taking.
21 (b ) The notice required by section eight of said
22 chapter seventy-nine may be given at any time within
23 one year after the recording of the order of taking as
24 provided in section three of said chapter.
25 (c) Petitions for the assessment of damages under
26 section fourteen of said chapter seventy-nine may be
27 filed within two years after the recording of the order
28 of taking provided in section three of said chapter.
29 The last nine lines of section sixteen of said chapter
30 seventy-nine, as amended by chapter one hundred and
31 eighty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-32 eight, beginning with the word “but” in line three
33 shall have no application to takings under this act.
34 (d) For all property taken under this act, the right
35 to damages shall vest upon the recording of the taking
36 in the registry of deeds.
37 (e) The commission may sell at public or private
38 sale or exchange or lease any property, real or personal,
39 whether taken by eminent domain or otherwise ac-
-40 quired, which in the opinion of the commission is no longer
41 needed for the purposes of this act. Any sums of money
42 so received shall be applied to reduce the construction
43 costs or to reduce the bonded indebtedness for the works.

1 Section 5. To meet the cost of construction and
2 expenditures of the commission in carrying out the pro-
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3 visions of this act, the state treasurer shall from time to
4 time on the request of the commission, borrow, on the
5 credit of the commonwealth, a sum or sums, not
6 exceeding in the aggregate, six million dollars, and
7 may issue in one or more series bonds, notes or
8 other forms of written acknowledgment of debt, here-
-9 inafter referred to as obligations. Each series shall

10 carry such rates of interest as the state treasurer may
11 fix with the approval of the governor; provided, that
12 the principal payments of each series shall be made
13 annually in amounts as nearly equal as may be. The
14 obligation last payable of any series issued for the pur-
-15 pose of carrying out any project of the commission
16 shall become due not later than such number of years
17 from the date of the obligations of such series, not ex-
-18 ceeding thirty years, as the governor may recommend
19 to the general court in accordance with section three
20 of Article LXII of the amendments to the constitu-
-21 tion of the commonwealth. All obligations issued under
22 this act shall be signed by the state treasurer and ap-
-23 proved by the governor. All obligations issued under
24 this act shall be payable, as to both principal and in-
-25 terest, in such funds as are, on the respective dates of
26 payment of such principal and interest, legal tender
27 for the payment of debts due the United States of
28 America.

1 Section 6. The commission is hereby authorized
2 and directed to adopt, and thereafter may alter, amend
3 and repeal, rules and regulations concerning the opera-
-4 tion of the various functions of the Vineyard Sound
5 Waterway District, including the operations of vessels,
6 equipment and other facilities, handling of freight, pas-
-7 sengers and other matters relating to the district, but
8 all such rules and regulations shall be subject to the
9 approval of the governor.

1 Section 7. The commission is hereby authorized,
2 empowered and directed to purchase from the New
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3 Bedford, Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nan-
-4 tucket Steamship Authority all its rights and privileges
5 and all property, vessels and equipment at present in
6 its possession and as acquired or purchased under the
7 provisions of chapter five hundred and forty-four of
8 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-eight, including
9 also all outstanding bonds and refunding bonds issued

10 under said chapter five hundred and forty-four.

1 Section 8. For the purpose of assisting in the pay-
-2 ment of expenses and liabilities incurred under this
3 act, the commission shall, subject to the approval of
4 the state department of public utilities, establish sched-
-5 ules of tariffs, fares and/or tolls for use of facilities pro-
-6 vided by the commission in the transportation of pas-
-7 sengers, freight, and for such other services rendered,
8 and all receipts received by the commission in excess
9 of actual expenses incurred by the commission shall

10 be turned over to the state treasurer as directed by him,
11 and shall be held by him for the payment of interest on
12 outstanding bonds as they may become due.

1 Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its ac-
-2 ceptance by vote of a majority of the voters of the
3 towns of Nantucket, Barnstable, Falmouth, Chilmark,
4 Edgartown, Gay Head, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury and West
5 Tisbury at a town meeting called for the purpose within
6 two years after its passage, but not otherwise. No ex-
-7 penditure shall be made and no liability incurred here-
-8 under until such acceptance.








