
HOUSE . . . . No. 1142
By Mr. Wall of Lawrence, petition of William X. Wall for legislation

to penalize the sale to children under fifteen years of age of indecent
comic books or books depicting crime and horror. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Fiv

An Act to forbid the sale to children under fifteen
of indecent, crime and horror, comic books.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 272 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting therein after section 30 the following sec-
-3 tion:
4 Section 30A. No written or printed pamphlet, book
5 or paper in the form of a comic book, so called, and con-
-6 sisting of drawings and pictorial representations of real
7 or fictitious persons, characters and events and repre-
-8 senting the conversations or statements of the persons
9 or characters portrayed, which depicts the persons or

10 characters portrayed in a lewd, lascivious, obscene or
11 indecent manner or as participating in lewd, lascivious,
12 obscene or indecent conduct, or which depicts the per-
-13 sons or characters portrayed in the commission of a
14 crime which has actually been committed or in the com-
-15 mission of a supposed crime in a way represented as one
16 in which such a crime might be committed and depicts
17 the plans and means for committing or by which the
18 crime was committed or depicts the persons or charac-
-19 ters portrayed in the performance of unlawful acts of
20 personal violence against the person of others or of un-
-21 lawful acts of theft, destruction or wrongful use of prop-
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22 erty of others, or which is concerned with depicting, in
23 a way to stimulate feeling of fear and horror in a reader,
24 the performance by the persons or characters repre-
-25 sented of unlawful acts of physical violence or cruelty
26 against the persons of others or unlawful acts of theft,
27 destruction of wrongful use of property of others, and
28 representing the persons or characters performing said
29 acts as having, or as acting under the direction of persons
30 or characters portrayed as having, unnatural physical
31 or mental powers, or power, contrary to known physical
32 laws, to effect the operation of natural forces, shall be
33 sold, lent or given by any person to any minor under the
34 age of fifteen. Whoever sells, lends, gives away or has
35 in his possession with intent to sell, lend, give away or
36 distribute to a minor under the age of fifteen such a
37 pamphlet, book or paper shall be punished by imprison-
-38 ment for not more than two years or by a fine of not less
39 than one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand
40 dollars.


