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By Mr. Keenan of Boston, petition of the Mass. State Employees
Association that provision be made for the prompt disposition of certain
grievances of state employees. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act providing for the prompt disposition of cer-
tain GRIEVANCES OF STATE EMPLOYEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 General Laws, chapter 30, as most recently amended
2 by chapter 485 of the acts of 1945, is hereby amended
3 by striking out sections 49, 53, 54, 55, 56 and 57, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sections:
5 Section Jfd. There shall be a state employees’ classi-
-6 fication appeals board, to consist of three members who
7 shall serve directly under the governor and council, one
8 of whom shall be elected as hereinafter provided for a
9 term of three years by the permanent full-time officers

10 and employees of the commonwealth whose positions
11 are subject to sections forty-five and forty-six; one
12 who shall be appointed by the governor with the ad-
-13 vice and consent of the council for three years; and a
14 third member who shall not be in the service of the
15 commonwealth who shall be chosen by the other two
16 members for a term of three years.

17 Elections for the member representing the officers and
18 employees shall be elected under the supervision of the
19 director of civil service. Each member of the board
20 shall hold his office until the qualification of his suc-
-21 cessor. Upon the expiration of the term of office, or in
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case of a vacancy in the office of any elected, appointed
or chosen member, his successor shall be elected, ap-
pointed or chosen for a three-year term or for the un-
expired portion thereof, as the case may be. The chair-
man of the board shall be elected annually by and from
the members. The person elected to serve on said board,
or a representative of the officers and employees, shall
hold such office only while he remains in the service of
the commonwealth, and shall not be entitled to any
additional compensation for so serving, but shall be
granted leave with pay from his official duties in order
to carry out the responsibilities of his position, and
shall be reimbursed for his actual expenses. Each of
the other members shall be paid twenty-five dollars for
each day spent in the performance of their duties, but
no more than four thousand dollars shall be paid to any
such member in any fiscal year; such members shall
also be reimbursed for the actual expense incurred by
them in performance of their duties. The board or any
member thereof may administer oaths and may sum-
mons witnesses. Witnesses shall be summoned in the
same manner, and be paid the same fees, as witnesses
before the courts in civil cases. Said board of appeal
shall have the power to require officers and employees
of the commonwealth to give information and produce
records relating to such appeals as are brought before
said board. Of the members of the state employees’
classification appeals board first selected under this act,
the member elected as the representative of the officers
and employees shall be elected for a three-year term,
the member appointed by the governor shall be ap-
pointed for a term of two years, and the member chosen
by the elected and appointed members shall be desig-
nated to serve for a term of one year.
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The board shall give any person taking an appeal
from the division of personnel and standardization un-
der section forty-nine a speedy hearing, and shall have
full authority to affirm, reverse or modify the decision
of the division, and shall if they approve a change in
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61 classification or salary, approve a new position or ap-
-62 prove any other change certify their decision to the
63 division, the officer or employee affected, the appointing
64 officer of the department, board or commission affected,
65 and the comptroller. The decision of the board may
66 provide that it shall take effect from a date not earlier
67 than the preceding July first, and shall be put into effect
68 immediately, and if a transfer of funds is required by
69 the comptroller as provided for in section forty-nine B,
70 such transfer shall be approved by him forthwith upon
71 receipt of the certification from the board. All expendi-
-72 tures from the appropriation for the expenses of the
73 operation of the board shall be made upon the certifica-
-74 tion of the board.
75 Section J+9A. The incumbent of any office or position
76 subject to the provisions of sections forty-five and forty-
-77 six of this chapter, or the appointing authority of any
78 department, board or commission of the commonwealth,
79 who is aggrieved by any decision of the division of per-
-80 sonnel and standardization with reference to classifica-
-81 tion of a position, or the application or administration
82 of the classification or specifications or any rule or regu-
-83 lation under section forty-six thereto, or with reference
84 to the salary grade to which a position is allocated, or
85 the salary rate to which an incumbent is assigned, or
86 who is aggrieved by a refusal of the division to approve
87 the application of such incumbent or such appointing
88 officer for a change in allocation, salary grade or rate,
89 or for any other changes relating to the classification or
90 salary of a position, or anjr appointing authority whose
91 application for, or authorization for, a new position has
92 been denied by the division, may appeal in writing to
93 the division and shall be given a hearing upon such
94 appeal. •

95 Any such incumbent or appointing authority who is
96 aggrieved by a decision of the division of personnel and
97 standardization under this section may appeal in writing
98 to the state employees’ classification appeals board es-
-99 tablished in section forty-nine, and the appeal shall be



4 [Jan. 1955.HOUSE — No. 1212.

$

considered by said board in the manner, and with the
powers, therein provided, and provided in section forty-
nine B.
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Section 49B. A decision of the division of personnel
and standardization whether on the application of
an officer or employee, or an appointing officer, or on an
appeal of an officer or employee or an appointing offi-
cer approving the application or sustaining the ap-
peal, or a decision of the state employees’ classifica-
tion appeals board sustaining an appeal from the
division, shall be certified to the state comptroller, who
shall, if there are no funds available to defray the ex-
pense of the change in classification or salary, or the
cost of a new position ordered, in the appropriation of
the department, board or commission to which the or-
der relates, transfer from the fund provided for in sec-
tion forty-nine C to the appropriation for the depart-
ment, board or commission the amount necessary to
defray the cost of the change in classification or salary
or new position so approved, for the then current fiscal
year.
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Section 490. The governor shall include in the an-
nual budget submitted to the general court a sum of
one hundred thousand dollars to be appropriated for a
fund from which transfers shall be made by the state
comptroller to the appropriation of a department,
board or commission which is insufficient to defray the
cost of changes in allocations or salary or new positions
ordered by the division of personnel and standardiza-
tion or the state employees’ classification appeals board.
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The governor shall also include in the budget a sum
sufficient to defray the estimated expenses of the oper-
ation of the state employees’ classification appeals
board established in section forty-nine.
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