
HOUSE .... No. 1437
By Mr. Lawton of Brockton, petition of James R. Lawton for making

certain changes and clarifying amendments to the contributory retire-
ment law in cases of removal or discharge of public employees. Pensions
and Old Age Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act making certain changes and clarifying amend-

ments TO THE CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 16 of chapter 32
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 2 of chapter
3 784 of the acts of 1951, is hereby amended by striking
4 out paragraphs (2) and (3) and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 (2) The removal or discharge of any member in service
7 classified in either Group A or Group B who has com-
-8 pleted ten years of creditable service, shall not become
9 effective unless and until a written notice thereof con-

10 taining a fair summary of the facts upon which such
11 action was based has been filed with the board. The
12 procedure set forth in subdivision (1) of this section
13 relative to delivery of copies, statement of service thereof,
14 notice, hearing if requested, and the filing of a certificate
15 of findings and decision, so far as applicable, shall apply
16 to all proceedings involving such removal or discharge.
17 Unless the board shall find that such removal or dis-
-18 charge was justified, such member shall forthwith be
19 restored to his office or position without loss of com-

-20 pensation.
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21 (3) Any member classified in either Group Aor
22 Group B who has completed ten years of creditable
23 service, and who is aggrieved by any action taken or
24 decision of a board rendered with reference to his in-
-25 voluntary retirement under the provisions of subdivision
26 (1) of this section, or to his removal or discharge as set
27 forth in subdivision (2) of this section; or any member
28 who is aggrieved by any action taken or decision of a
29 board rendered with reference to his dereliction of duty
30 as set forth in section fifteen, may, within thirty days
31 after the certification of the decision of the board, bring
32 a petition in the district court within the territorial
33 jurisdiction in which he resides, praying that such action
34 and decision be reviewed by the court. After such
35 notice as the court deems necessary, it shall review such
36 action and decision, hear any and all evidence and de-
-37 termine whether such action was justified. If the court
38 finds that such action was justified, the decision of the
39 board shall be affirmed, otherwise it shall be reversed
40 and of no effect. If the court finds that such member was
41 unjustifiably retired, removed or discharged from his
42 office or position he shall be reinstated thereto without
43 loss of compensation. The decision of the court shall be
44 final.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


