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By Mr. Condon of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts Veterans
Service Agents Association and others for legislation to define further the
word “veteran” and to clarify the rights of veterans to receive certain
benefits. Military Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five

An Act further defining the word “veteran” as used

IN CERTAIN LAWS, AND CLARIFYING THE RIGHTS Of

VETERANS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to correct certain
3 inequities inherent in chapter six hundred and twenty-
-4 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-four,
5 to entitle veterans of certain campaigns to veterans’
6 benefits, and to clarify the wording used in defining
7 wars and campaigns, therefore it is hereby declared to
8 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
9 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 7of chapter 4of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter
3 627 of the acts of 1954, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out clause Forty-third and inserting in place
5 thereof the following:
6 Forty-third, “Veteran” shall mean any person, male
7 or female, including a nurse, whose last discharge or
8 release from his wartime service, as defined herein, was
9 under honorable conditions, or who died during such

10 service under conditions other than dishonorable, and
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11 who served in the army, navy, marine corps, coast
12 guard or air force of the United States in wartime.
13 “Wartime service” shall mean service performed by
14 a “Spanish War veteran”, a “World War I veteran”,
15 a “World War II veteran”, or a “Korean veteran”, as
16 defined in this clause during any of the periods of time
17 described herein.
18 “Spanish War veteran” shall mean any veteran who
19 performed such wartime service in the Spanish War
20 service, or during the period of the Philippine Insur-
-21 rection or China Relief Expedition, between February
22 fifteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, and July
23 fourth, nineteen hundred and two.
24 “World War I veteran” shall mean any veteran who
25 performed such wartime service between April sixth,
26 nineteen hundred and seventeen, and November elev-
-27 enth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, or April first,
28 nineteen hundred and twenty, if there was service in
29 Russia, or performed such service between March
30 twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and
31 August fifth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, as a
32 Massachusetts national guardsman.
33 “World War II veteran” shall mean any veteran who
34 performed such wartime service between September
35 sixteenth, nineteen hundred and forty, and December
36 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-six.
37 “Korean veteran” shall mean any veteran who per-
-38 formed such wartime service between June twenty-fifth,
39 nineteen hundred and fifty, and the termination of the
40 Korean emergency as declared by proper federal
41 authority.
42 “Korean emergency” shall mean the period between
43 June twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty, and the
44 end of said emergency as declared by proper federal
45 authority.
46 None of the following shall be deemed to be a
47 “veteran”:
48 (a) Any person who at the time of entering into the
49 armed forces of the United States had declared his
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50 intention to become a subject or citizen of the United
51 States and withdrew his intention under the provisions
52 of the act of congress approved July ninth, nineteen
53 hundred and eighteen.
54 (b) Any person who was discharged from the said
55 armed forces on his own application or solicitation by
56 reason of his being an enemy alien.
57 (c) Any person who was designated as a conscien-
-58 tious objector upon his last discharge or release from the
59 armed forces of the United States.
60 (d) Any person who has been proved guilty of wilful
61 desertion.
62 (e) Any person whose only service in the armed
63 forces of the United States consists of his service as a
64 member of the coast guard auxiliary or as a temporary
65 member of the coast guard reserve, or both.
66 “Armed Forces” shall include army, navy, marine
67 corps, air force and coast guard.

1 Section 2. Section 12 of chapter 31 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in section 5 of chapter 271 of the
3 acts of 1946, as most recently amended by chapter 627
4 of the acts of 1954, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the word “similar” in the fifth sentence
6 thereof.

1 Section 3. Section 21 of chapter 31, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 627 of the acts of 1954, is hereby
3 further amended in paragraph (2) (a) by striking out
4 the word “domicil” and inserting in place thereof the
5 word: residence.

1 Section 4. Chapter 32 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 60, as most
3 recently amended by section 3 of chapter 688 of the
4 acts of 1954, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section:
6 Section 60. Sections fifty-six to fifty-nine, inclusive,
7 shall, notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
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8 special law relating to retirement allowance, be in effect
9 in any county, city, town or district which accepted

10 them or accepted corresponding provisions of the law
11 prior to January first, nineteen hundred and forty-six,
12 by the retiring authority.
13 No veteran whose employment first began after June
14 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, shall be
15 subject to the provisions of sections fifty-six to fifty-
-16 nine, inclusive.

1 Section 5. Section 24 of chapter 101 of the Genera^
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section 22 of chap-
-3 ter 627 of the acts of 1954, is hereby further amended
4 by striking therefrom in the first sentence the words
5 “is disabled as defined in clauses (1) and (2) of section
6 23A of chapter 32”, and inserting in place thereof the
7 words: has a service-connected disability as recog-
-8 nized by the United States government.

1 Section 6. Chapter 115 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 35 of chapter 627 of
3 the acts of 1954, and section 4 of chapter 688 of the
4 acts of 1954, is hereby amended by striking out section
5 1 and inserting in place thereof the following section: —■

6 Section 1. The following words as used in this chap-
-7 ter, unless the context otherwise requires, shall have the
8 following meanings:
9 “Commissioner”, commissioner of veterans’ services.

10 “Dependent”, the wife, husband who is actually
11 dependent upon his veteran wife for support, widow,
12 child, mother or father of a veteran, as hereinafter
13 defined, or any person who stood in the relationship of
14 a parent to such veteran for the five years next preceding
15 the commencement of his wartime service; provided,
16 that no child of a veteran who is more than eighteen
17 years of age shall be deemed a dependent, unless such
18 child is attending school for the purpose of completing
19 a regulation high school course or its equivalent or
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20 unless he is mentally or physically unable to support
21 himself and his disability existed before he attained
22 that age.
23 “Veteran”, any person who (a) is a veteran as defined
24 in clause forty-third of section seven of chapter four;
25 or ( b ) meets all the requirements of said clause forty-
-26 third except that instead of performing wartime service
27 as so defined, he has served on active duty in the Mexi-
-28 can border service, between June thirteen, nineteen
29 hundred and sixteen, and February third, nineteen
30 hundred and seventeen; or (c) has served in the Civil
31 War between the nineteenth day of April, eighteen
32 hundred and sixty-one, and the first day of September,
33 eighteen hundred and sixty-five; or ( d) has served in
34 the Indian war service of the United States under the
35 authority or by the approval of the United States or
36 any state or territory in any Indian war or campaign,
37 or in connection with or in the zone of any active Indian
38 hostilities in any states or territories of the United States
39 prior to January first, eighteen hundred and ninety-
-40 eight; or (e) has been awarded or is entitled to any of
41 the following campaign badges:
42 First Nicaraguan, Haitian, Dominican, Yangtze River,
43 Second Yangtze River, Second Nicaraguan, Vera Cruz,
44 Mexican service; provided, that in any case the service
45 of such person was credited to Massachusetts, or such
46 person has a settlement in the commonwealth.
47 “Veterans’ Agent”, the person appointed under sec-
-48 tion three to disburse veterans’ benefits in any city or
49 town or, if no such appointment has been made, the
50 mayor of the city or the selectmen of the town dis-
-51 bursing such benefits; in Boston, the veterans’ benefits
52 and services commissioner.
53 “Veterans’ benefits”, the benefits provided by this
54 chapter. When used in any statute, ordinance, by-law,
55 rule or regulation, the phrases “state aid”, “military
56 aid”, “soldiers’ relief”, “soldiers’ burial”, or any words
57 or phrases connoting the same, shall mean veterans’
58 benefits.




