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Resolve reviving and further continuing the Special Unpaid
Commission established to investigate and study the Ad-
visability of establishing the Uniform Commercial Code.

Resolved, That the special unpaid commission, established by chapter
sixty-one of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-three, for the pur-
pose of making an investigation and study of the advisability of establish-
ing the uniform commercial code is hereby revived and continued. Said
commission shall also consider the subject matter contained in the appen-
dix to the minority report of current house document numbered twenty-
four hundred relating to the drafting by certain states of a form of a com-
pact relative to the proposed uniform commercial code. Said commission
shall be provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may in the
performance of its duties travel within and without the commonwealth,
may expend for clerical and other services and expenses the balance avail-
able in item 0293-00 of section two of chapter six hundred and seventy-
five of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-three, and such additional
amount as may be appropriated therefor. Said commission shall report
to the general court the results of its study and its recommendations, if
any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommen-
dations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of rep-
resentatives not later than the last Wednesday of January, nineteen hun-
dred and fifty-five.

Approved June 10, 1934■
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RESOLVE REVIVING AND FURTHER CONTINU-
ING A COMMISSION.

Chapter 121.



REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION TO
INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE UNIFORM
COMMERCIAL CODE.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

This report is submitted pursuant to the provisions of
chapter 121 of the Resolves of the General Court of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the year 1954.

In the spring of 1953 the Pennsylvania Legislature en-
acted the Uniform Commercial Code and fixed the effec-
tive date as July 1, 1954. In view of this action the Code
has now been effective law in Pennsylvania since July 1,
1954, and a substantial body of experience has already de-
veloped and is continuing to develop in Pennsylvania, not
only as a result of actual operations under the Code but in
the very extensive preparation made for the Code prior to
the effective date.

Also in the spring of 1953 the New York State Legislature
referred the Uniform Commercial Code to the Law Revision
Commission of that State, and since such referral the Law
Revision Commission has been carrying on a very extensive
study of the Code. Public hearings were held by the Com-
mission during the period from February through May, 1954.
In these hearings there was both support and criticism of the
Code and a considerable number of suggestions for improve-
ments of particular sections and provisions.

Primarily as a result of these developments in Pennsyl-
vania and New York, in June, 1954, the Editorial Board of
the American Law Institute and the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, the two sponsoring
organizations for the Code, caused to be appointed subcom-
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mittees for each of the Articles of the Code for the purpose of
reviewing all developments on the Code in Pennsylvania,
New York and other States and, in so far as legitimate criti-
cisms were made, to suggest changes in Text or Comment to
meet the criticisms, and in so far as criticisms were without
merit, to prepare answers thereto. The subcommittees were
made up of leading law school and practicing specialists in
the areas of commercial law involved in the several Articles,
some of whom were members of the Editorial Board and
some of whom were not. In all, thirty specialists are partic-
ipating in the work of the several subcommittees, eight of
whom are from Pennsylvania, seven from New York, six
from Massachusetts and the remainder from California,
Connecticut, Illinois, lowa, Maryland and Wisconsin.

The first report of the action of the subcommittees, to-
gether with that of the Editorial Board on the reports filed
by the subcommittees, will appear in Supplement No. 1 to
the Code which should be available to the public in January,
1955. The subcommittees and the Editorial Board will also

remain active for the purpose of considering interim and final
reports of the State of New York Law Revision Commission
and reports of any other commissions, groups or bodies that
may become available. It is hoped and expected that th
study of the State of New York Law Revision Commission
and reports thereon and the related reports of tl
Board and subcommittees of the sponsoring o
will be completed and available for consideration son
during the current session of the present Legislature

Inasmuch as the proposed Uniform Commercial Code is
designed for enactment as uniform legislation in many or all
of the States of the United States, the unde
sion believes that it is desirable that its life be continued or
revived for a sufficient length of time to consider t
referred to developments in Pennsylvania, New York and
other States and the action of the Editorial Board and the
subcommittees of the sponsoring organizations in connec
tion therewith. It therefore recommends at this time that
the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives con-
sider and adopt the accompanying resolution providing for
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its revival and continuance, the filing of one or more reports
and the use of funds in connection therewith.

Respectfully submitted

RALPH V. CLAMPIT.
Chaim ian

Vice Chaim an
WILLIAM E. HAYS.
JOSEPH P. GRAHAM.
WALTER D. MALCOLM.
OSCAR A. SCHLAIKJER.
JOHN DANE, Jr.
LOWELL S. NICHOLSON

CARTER LEI
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

Resolve reviving and further continuing the spe-
cial UNPAID COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE
AND STUDY THE ADVISABILITY OF ESTABLISHING THE
UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE.

1 Resolved, That the special unpaid commission, estab-
-2 lished by chapter sixty-one of the resolves of nineteen
3 hundred and fifty-three and revived and continued by
4 chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the resolves of
5 nineteen hundred and fifty-four, is hereby further re-
-6 vived and continued for the purpose of continuing its
7 investigation and study of the advisability of establish-
-8 ing the uniform commercial code. Said commission shall
9 also continue to consider the subject matter contained in

10 the appendix to the minority report of house document
11 numbered twenty four hundred of nineteen hundred and
12 fifty-four relating to the drafting by certain states of a
13 form of a compact relative to the proposed uniform com-
-14 mercial code. Said commission shall be provided with
15 quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may in the per-
-16 formance of its duties travel within and without the com-
-17 monwealth, may expend for clerical and other services
18 and expenses the balance available in item mumbered
19 0293-00 of section two of chapter six hundred and eighty-

-20 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-four, and
21 such other sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said
22 commission shall report to the general court the results
23 of its investigation and study and its recommendations,
24 if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
25 carrv such recommendations into effect, by filing the

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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26 same with the clerk of the house of representatives from
27 time to time and by filing a final report on or before the
28 fourth Wednesday of January, nineteen hundred and
29 fifty-six.








