
HOUSE .... No. 2432

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUB-
LIC WORKS ON ITS INVESTIGATION AND
STUDY RELATIVE TO THE RELOCATION OF
ROUTE 140 FROM THE CITY OF NEW BED-
FORD TO THE FALL RIVER-BOSTON EXPRESS-
WAY.

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, December 1, 1954

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts ,

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 91, Resolves
of 1954, the Department of Public Works submits its report
on its investigation and study relative to the relocation of
Route 140 from the city of New Bedford to the Fall River-
Boston Expressway.

Chapter 91 of the Resolves of 1954 provides as follows

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to make an investigation and study relative to the reloca-
tion of Route 140 from the city of New Bedford to the Fall River-Boston
expressway and Route 140 from Route 20 north to Routes 12 and 110 and
said department is authorized to include in its study that portion of Route
140 from Taunton to Winchendon. Said department shall report to the
general court the results of its investigation and study, and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry
such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday of December in
the current year.

No appropriation was made for this investigation.
The body of the resolve expands on the title in that the

Department is also directed to make a study for a relocation
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of the route between Route 20 and Route 12, and also in-
cludes in its report the study of Route 140 from Taunton to
Winchendon.

An analysis of the route on the basis of traffic flow indi-
cates a logical breakdown into three general classifications
as indicated in the following table:

Average Mileage, TSection. Location. Daily State irjrjr Total.
Traffic. Highway. Koaa-

-1 New Bedford-Foxborough . 5,000 24 10 34
2 Foxborough-Grafton .... 4,000 28 2 30
3 Qrafton-Winchendon .... 2,000 5 35 40

Total 57 47 104

While these sections will be discussed in more detail in
latter sections of this report it might be well to point out
that the indicated traffic volumes are well within the capac-
ity of a two-lane highway with adequate breakdowns of
parking shoulders and even upon projecting to nineteen
hundred and seventy-five when the traffic might be expected
to double, such a design could, except in a few instances,
adequately take care of traffic requirements.

It wr ou!d appear, therefore, that any requirement of major
relocation of the route would be based on factors other than
traffic volume.

Attention should also be called to the present division of
maintenance responsibility of the highway. In sections one
and two where the traffic volume is the heaviest, the respon-
sibility is largely that of the State. This is somewhat mod-
ified in section one when the route includes 7.4 miles of city
streets in Taunton and New Bedford. On the other hand
in section 3 where the traffic volume is comparatively light,
the responsibility is primarily that of the town. The five
miles of State Highway consist entirely of sections where
Route 140 combines for a short stretch with either Route
12 or Route 2. It should be pointed out that in assistance
to the towns in their problems of upkeep of their sections of
the route, the State makes available chapter 90 construction
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and maintenance funds and that assistance is also available
from the rather limited Federal Aid appropriations for sec-
ondary road construction.

This section is considered as extending from the north-
erly end of Ashley Boulevard in New Bedford to Route 1
in Foxborough.

On the easterly end from New Bedford to the AMVETS
Memorial Highway, a distance of approximately 11.4 miles,
the traffic contains a large volume of through traffic between
New Bedford and Taunton and the Boston metropolitan
area. The communities along the route are small and the
traffic has a tendency to move at a high rate of speed be-
cause of the travel distances involved. The presence of rib-
bon development on sections of the highway, together with
the presence of sections of poor alignment, indicates the ne-
cessity of a relocation of this section of the route. Surveys
are now under way and it is anticipated that approximately
6.5 miles of relocation can be placed under construction in
the fall of 1955. Money will be available for such constru-
tion under the 1954 bond issue.

The next subsection is that extending from the AMVETS
Expressway westerly to the Norton-Taunton line, a distance
of approximately 7.6 miles. The Department has currently
undertaken a comprehensive traffic survey in the city of
Taunton in order that an over-all study may be made to
determine the proper development of the major highways
of the community. Until the completion and analysis of
such a study, it is not desirable to proceed with construction
of a major route through the community.

The remainder of section 1, approximately 14.8 miles,
passes through the communities of Norton, Mansfield and
Foxborough. A large share of the traffic is intercommunity
in nature, and because of this factor it is desirable to retain
a location which will pass through these communities rather
than provide a substantial relocation. There are, however,
some locations where the alignment is so poor that reloca-
tions should be considered. For the most part, the road

Section 1.
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surface is old and in fair to poor condition. Of this subsec-
tion approximately 1.8 miles was placed under construction
in the fall of 1954, and a grade-crossing abolition, together
with approximately 0.9 of a mile of highway construction in
Mansfield, will start before the end of 1954. Approximately
1.5 miles of additional construction will be commenced in
1955. These projects will be financed from funds allocated
under the 1954 bond issue.

This section is considered to extend from Route 1 in Fox-
borough to the northerly junction of Routes 140 and 122 in
Grafton. Traffic throughout this section has substantially
the same pattern. It is composed largely of intercommunity
movements or of those from communities in the area to the
adjacent metropolitan areas of Worcester and Taunton.
There exists also a minor movement of traffic from Worcester
and west to Taunton and points beyond. Because of the pre-
dominantly local character of the traffic and the difficulties of
adjacent terrain, it is not felt that major by-passes should be
considered in this area. Spot improvements in alignment

iu!d be considered where feasible
Improvements of this route in recent years, or proposed

with funds currently available, include the following:

Wrentham, 2.3 miles, completion expected in 1955,
Wrentham, 1 mile additional to be constructed from available funds
Upton, 2 miles widened in 1954 to be resurfaced in 1955.
Upton, 2.9 miles reconstructed in 19
Grafton, 3.2 miles reconstructed between 1947 and 1952.
Grafton, .6 mile additional contemplated from 1952 bond issi

The balance of this section of the route is presently cla,
sified as in fair condition.

In analyzing this section of the route it should be noted
that the long-range plans for the Department in conjunc-
tion with the State of Rhode Island contemplate, as the
major through route to relieve this area of that class of
traffic, further improvement to Route 146 from Worcester

Section 2.
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southerly, a diagonal route across the northeasterly corner
of Rhode Island, which will connect Massachusetts with
Providence and the industrialized Blackstone River Valley,
and thence on a new route to be further studied, lying be-
tween Taunton and the Fall River-New Bedford area to
Cape Cod. This route will not only serve as a major inter-
connecting highway between these communities, but also as
a major feeder route to Cape Cod from areas west of Worces-
ter.

This section is considered to extend from the junction of
Routes 140 and 122 in Grafton northerly to Route 12 in
Winchendon. The traffic volume in this area is only about
one half of that encountered on sections 1 and 2. It is pre-
dominantly local in nature, with a small volume of through
traffic. With the exception of two portions of this section,
where the route coincides with Routes 12 and 2, the entire
length is over local roads rather than state highway.

The nature and volumes of traffic on this route do not
justify other than minor relocations to improve grade and
alignment or eliminate particularly hazardous conditions.

Improvements on this route in recent years, or proposed
with funds currently available, include the following:

Section 3.

Boylston, 1 mile to be placed under contract in 1956. Federal aid second
ary

Boylston, 1.7 miles to be placed under contract in 1955. Federal aid sec
ondary.

West Boylston, .5 of a mile improved. Chapter 90
Sterling, .5 of a mile improved. Chapter 90.
Westminster, 2.8 miles state highway resurfaced.
Gardner, 1 mile state highway resurfaced.
Gardner, .5 of a mile completed. Federal aid secondary. Relocation t

eliminate grade crossing.
Gardner, 1.3 miles improved. Chapter 90,
Winchendon, 1 mile to be placed under contract in 1956. Federal aid

secondary, relocation to eliminate grade crossing.

The balance of this section is classed as in fair to poor
condition.
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Of the total length of the route, 104 miles, approximately
33 miles have been recently improved or are scheduled for
improvement with funds currently available. This rate of
progress appears to be in line with the average on routes of
similar conditions and importance throughout the State. Of
the two relocations specifically mentioned in the act, sur-
veys are currently under way and construction is scheduled
between New Bedford and Taunton; while between Route
20 and Route 12 traffic volumes do not indicate the neces-
sity for major relocations, minor relocations should be con-
sidered in the design of improvements. Construction on
initial contracts in this section will be undertaken early in
1955 in Boylston.

Recommendations of the Department.

It is the opinion that there is adequate statutory author-
ity to permit the improvement of Route 140 at a rate com-
mensurate with its relative importance in the over-all high-
way system of the State, and that no special legislation is
necessary.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

John A. Volpe,

Summary.

Commissioner
Fred B. Dole,
Lewis J. Fritz,
Associate Commissioners






