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House of Representatives, March 23, 1955.

The committee on Municipal Finance, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 910)
of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s Association relative to
incurring liabilities in towns in cases of extreme emergencies
involving the health or safety of persons or property, re-
port the accompanying bill (House, No. 2591).

For the committee

CORNELIUS F. KIERNAN.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five

An Act relative to incurring liabilities in towns in
CASES OF EXTREME EMERGENCIES INVOLVING THE HEALTH
OR SAFETY OF PERSONS OR PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 44 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 31, as most recently amended by
3 chapter 46 of the acts of 1954, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 31. No department financed by municipal
6 revenue, or in whole or in part by taxation, of any city
7 or town, except Boston, shall incur a liability in excess
8 of the appropriation made for the use of such depart-
-9 ment, each item recommended by the mayor and voted

10 by the council in cities, and each item voted by the town
11 meeting in towns, being considered as a separate appro-
-12 priation, except in cases of extreme emergency involving
13 the health or safety of persons or property, and then
14 only by a vote in a city of two thirds of the members of
15 the city council, and in a town by a majority vote of all
16 the selectmen. Payments of liabilities incurred under
17 authority of this section may be made, with the written
18 approval of the director, from any available funds in the
19 treasury, and the amounts of such liabilities incurred
20 shall be reported by the auditor or accountant or other
21 officer having similar duties, or by the treasurer if there
22 be no such officer, to the assessors, who shall include the
23 amounts so reported in the aggregate appropriations as-
-24 sessed in the determination of the next subsequent an-
-25 nual tax rate, unless the city or town has appropriated
26 amounts specified to be for such liabilities; provided,
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27 that, if proceedings are brought in accordance with pro-
-28 visions of section fifty-three of chapter forty, no pay-
-29 ments shall be made and no amounts shall be certified
30 to the assessors until the termination of such proceedings.
31 Payments of final judgments rendered after the fixing of
32 the tax rate for the current year, other than judgments
33 authorized under the provisions of section thirty-four
34 of chapter seventy-one, may, with the approval of the
35 director of accounts, be made from any available funds
36 in the treasury, and the payments so made shall be re-
-37 ported by the auditor or accountant or other officer
38 having similar duties, or by the treasurer if there be no
39 such officer, to the assessors, who shall include the amount
40 so reported in the aggregate appropriations assessed in
41 the determination of the next subsequent annual tax
42 rate, unless the city or town has otherwise made provi-
-43 sion therefor.




