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To the Honorable Senate and House Hevresentatii

During the last several years it has become apparent that
for the duration of the cold war many of our citizens will
serve our Government and its interests in foreign lands
where it may be difficult for them to exercise their voting
rights. It is estimated that there are approximately four
to five thousand people from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts who are civilian employees of the United States
serving outside the Country. In many respects they are as
much a part of the continuing national effort to beat back
malign forces as are those who are members of our Armed
Services. Many of them are debarred from voting under
our statutes as they now stand.

Therefore, in accordance with the request of the Presi-
dent, and in full accord with the objectives which he seeks
for those who serve abroad, I transmit herewith a bill ex-
tending the provisions of absentee voting to these civilian
employees of the United States and recommend thereon
favorable action by vour Honorable Bodies.

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER
Governor of the Commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act extending the provisions of absentee voting

TO CERTAIN CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES OF THE UNITED STATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 351 of the acts of 1952 is hereby amended by
2 striking out, in line 6, the word “and” and inserting
3 after the word “States”, in line 8, the words;

, and (3)
4 civilian employees of the United States in all categories
5 serving outside the territorial limits of the several states
6 of the United States and the District of Columbia and
7 their spouses and dependents when residing with or ac-
-8 companying them, whether or not the employee is sub-
-9 ject to the civil service laws and the classification act of

10 nineteen hundred and forty-nine, and whether or not
11 paid from funds appropriated by the Congress.
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