
House of Representatives, April 12, 1955.
Tiie committee on Counties to whom was referred the

petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 224) of the
County Commissioners & Sheriffs’ Association, by Leo F.
Nourse, for legislation relative to the amount of insurance
which counties may provide for the protection of their em-
ployees against liability arising out of their operation of
county owned vehicles, report the accompanying bill
(House, No. 2688).

For the committee,

FRANCIS HICKEY

HOUSE No. 2688
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HOUSE No. 2688. [Apr.>

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

an Act relative to the amount of insurance which
COUNTIES MAY PROVIDE FOR THE PROTECTION OF THEIR
EMPLOYEES AGAINST LIABILITY ARISING OUT OF THEIR
OPERATION OF COUNTY OWNED VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The first sentence of section 28 of chap-
-2 ter 35 of the Genera! Laws, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 33 of the acts of 1953, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in line 13, the word “twenty”
5 and inserting in place thereof the word: forty, —so
6 as to read as follows: The county commissioners shall
7 annually prepare estimates of county receipts and ex-
-8 penditures for the ensuing year, in the form prescribed
9 by the director of accounts and upon blanks by him fur-

-10 nished, including estimates for construction and repair
11 of county buildings and for effecting insurance provid-
-12 ing indemnity for or protection to the officers and em-
-13 ployees of the county against loss by reason of their
14 liability to pay damages to others for bodily injuries,
15 including death at any time resulting therefrom, or for
16 damage to property, caused by the operation, within the
17 scope of their official duties or employment, of motor or
18 other vehicles owned by the county, to an amount not
19 exceeding forty thousand dollars on account of injury to
20 or death of one person, or not exceeding one hundred
21 thousand dollars for any one accident, and not exceed-
-22 ing ten thousand dollars on account of damage to prop-
-23 erty, or for providing indemnity or protection as
24 aforesaid without insurance, with a statement of the
25 corresponding appropriations for the preceding year, and
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26 expenditures for each of the three preceding years, ex-
-27 plaining any difference between the amount of any such
28 estimate and the latest appropriation for the same pur-
-29 pose, and citing the laws relating thereto.

1 Section 2. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 83A, as amended
3 by section 5 of chapter 291 of the acts of 1934, and in-
-4 sorting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 83A. The county commissioners of any
6 county, acting as trustees of a hospital established
7 therein under sections seventy-eight to ninety, inclu-
-8 sive, may effect insurance providing indemnity for or
9 protection to the officers and employees of such hospi-

-10 tal against loss by reason of their liability to pay dam-
-11 ages to others for bodily injuries, including death at any
12 time resulting therefrom, or for damage to property,
13 caused by the operation, within the scope of their offi-
-14 cial duties or employment, of motor or other vehicles
15 owned by the district maintaining such hospital, to an
16 amount not exceeding forty thousand dollars on account
17 of the injury to or death of one person, or not exceeding
18 one hundred thousand dollars for any one accident, and
19 not exceeding one thousand dollars on account of dam-
-20 age to property. The expense of such insurance shall be
21 included as a part of the cost of maintenance of such
22 hospital.




