
House of Representatives, June 8, 1955.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1948) of
William E. McNamara relative to the payment for care of
cancer patients in the Pondville Hospital and the cancer
division of the Westfield State Sanatorium, report the ac-
companying bill (House, No. 2920).

For the committee

HARRISON CHADWICK.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to the payment for care of cancer
PATIENTS IN PONDVILLE HOSPITAL OR CANCER DIVISION
OF WESTFIELD STATE SANATORIUM.

1 Whereas, Certain unforeseen circumstances have arisen
2 in connection with the payment for care of patients in
3 Pondville Hospital and the Cancer Division of Westfield
4 State Sanatorium, and the deferred operation of this
5 act would tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make
6 its provisions effective forthwith, therefore it is hereby
7 declared to be an emergency' law, necessary for the im-
-8 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 698 of chapter 111 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as appearing in chapter 562 of the acts of
3 1953, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 9 to 13,
4 inclusive, the words “or if he is a veteran or dependent
5 of a veteran, to the veterans’ aid department of such
6 town and said department shall be liable for the expense
7 of care. In no case shall either department be liable for
8 expense for more than three months prior to notice.” and
9 inserting in place thereof the following: and in no

10 case shall the said board be liable for expense for more
11 than three months prior to notice.

1 Section 2. Section 69C of said chapter 111, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines
3 50 and 51, the words “or veterans’ aid.”

1 Section 3. The commissioner of veterans’ services is
2 hereby authorized and directed to make reimbursement,
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3 in the manner provided in section six of chapter one
4 hundred and fifteen of the General Laws, to any city or
5 town which has made payment to the department of
6 public health through the veterans’ agent of such city or
7 town acting as the “veterans’ aid department”, so called,
8 of such city or town for the expense of care of any vet-
-9 eran or dependent of a veteran in accordance with sec-

-10 tions sixty-nine B and sixty-nine C of chapter one hun-
-11 dred and eleven of the General Laws, as appearing in
12 said chapter five hundred and sixty-two of the acts of
13 nineteen hundred and fifty-three; provided, that no such
14 reimbursement shall be made unless the said commis-
-15 sioner of veterans’ services shall be satisfied that such
16 payment was made on behalf of a veteran or dependent
17 of a veteran settled in such city or town and eligible for
18 veterans’ benefits under said chapter one hundred and
19 fifteen.
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