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Resolve reviving and further continuing the Special Commission
ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY RELATIVE TO
the Prevention of Child Delinquency, the Rehabilitation of
Delinquent Children and as to the Advisability of establish-
ing Institutions for the Treatment of Such Children.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by chapter
seventy-one of the resolves of nineteen hundred and forty-seven and most
recently revived and continued by chapter forty-eight of the resolves of
nineteen hundred and fifty-four, is hereby revived and continued for the
purpose of continuing its investigation and study relative to the preven-
tion of child delinquency, the rehabilitation of delinquent children, and
as to the advisability of establishing institutions for the treatment of
such children. The commission shall be provided with quarters in the
state house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, may require by summons
the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the production of books
and papers, and may expend the balance available in item 0246-00 of sec-
tion two of chapter six hundred and seventy-five of the acts of nineteen
hundred and fifty-three and such other sums as may be appropriated
therefor. Said commission shall report to the general court the results
of its investigation and study hereunder, and its recommendations, to-
gether with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations
into effect, by filing one or more reports with the clerk of the house of
representatives at such time or times as the commission may elect; pro-
vided,* that the commission shall so file its final report on or before the
last Wednesday of December in the current year.

Approved May 27, 1964
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RESOLVE REVIVING AND CONTINUING THE
SPECIAL COMMISSION.

Chapter 84.
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ESTAB-
LISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND
STUDY RELATIVE TO THE PREVENTION OF
CHILD DELINQUENCY.

June 1, 1955.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The following members continue to serve on the Com-
mission: Representative Stephen L. French, chairman;
Senator Silvio O. Conte, Senator Mary L. Fonseca, Repre-
sentative Joseph Silvano, Representative William X. Wall,
Judge William E. Nolen, Judge David A. Rose, Mr. John
M. Kingman, Mr. George Baker and Honorable C. Gerald
Lucey. Representative French has continued as chairman,
and Helene M. Flynn as secretary.

This Commission was originally established in 1947 and
sponsored the legislation which resulted in the enactment of
the Youth Service Board law in 1948, and has been con-
tinued and revived since that time for the purpose of assist-
ing to develop an enlightened program on the state level
for the purpose of combating juvenile delinquency. In
accordance with its last report filed December 29, 1954,
the Commission has been considering strengthening the
means by which the Division of Youth Service might extend
its work in the area of prevention, and the following pro-
posed legislation was submitted at a hearing before the
Committee on Public Welfare in March;

Cbe Commontoealtb of Qgassacbuaetw

Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out sec-
tion 67, as amended by section 17 of chapter 605 of the acts of 1952, and
inserting in place thereof the following section; —-

Section 67. It shall be the function and duty of the division of youth
service to make necessary studies and analyses of the problems of youth
guidance and the prevention of juvenile delinquency and to maintain
records and statistics necessary thereto; to advise and co-ordinate plans
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for the creation and operation of local youth bureaus and recreation and
youth service projects; to obtain, receive and use informationregarding
the enforcement of local and state laws in so far as they concern the pro-
tection and welfare of youth; to foster state-wide co-operation of state
departments, and to co-operate with public and private agencies and de-
partments and voluntary local committees in communities of the state,
with the general objectives of stimulating the more effective use of exist-
ing community resources and services, recommending needed new serv-
ices, encouraging closer co-operation locally between schools, churches,
recreation commissions, service clubs and other public and private agen-
cies, and to develop sound youth programs on the basis of community
planning and stimulating effective programs for the prevention of de-
linquency of youth; to foster educational programs in connection with
delinquency; and to create, subject to appropriation, such regional
offices as it may deem desirable, acting under its supervision and control.
These duties shall be carried out under the direction of the director of
the division of youth service. The commissioners of education, mental
health and public welfare, or their representatives, and five members of
the advisory committee on service to youth shall act in an advisory and
consultative capacity for the director of the division of youth service,
with the general objective of co-ordinating within the several depart-
ments of the commonwealth programs designed to meet the problems
pertinent to the prevention of juvenile delinquency, and may recommend
the promotion and co-ordination of activities designed to meet such prob-
lems at community levels. The said five members of the advisory com-
mittee on service to youth shall be designated by the governor after con-
sultation with the chairman of the advisory committee on service to youth.

This proposed legislation is being currently considered
by the Committee on Public Welfare.

The Commission is submitting a bill, Appendix A, which
will extend the time during which the city of Boston will
co-operate in the operation of detention facilities. The
present Detention Center for Boys on South Huntington
Avenue was opened June 1, 1951, and since that time
3,427 cases have been processed through that Center. The
new Reception-Detention Center being built in Dorchester
is nearing completion, and it is anticipated that it will be
opened by September of this year.

The possibility of extending detention services to other
parts of the Commonwealth have been considered very
seriously. The Youth Service Division has filed a report
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on this matter and the Committee on the Judiciary has
discussed the matter at length with members of this Com-
mission. The following proposed legislation is now before
the Ways and Means Committee.

An Act providing for the Establishment and Maintenance by the
Division of Youth Service of a Place of Custody in the Coun-
ties or Hampden and Worcester,

Section 1. The division of youth service shall forthwith establish in
the county of Worcester, in the city of Worcester, and in the county of
Hampden, in the city of Springfield, one or more places of custody which
shall be completely separate from any lock-up, police station or house of
detention in said counties, and which shall be used solely for the tem-
porary care, custody and study, under sections sixty-six, sixty-seven and
sixty-eight of chapter one hundred and nineteen of the General Laws, of
delinquent and wayward children between the time of their arrest or
taking into custody and the final disposition of their case. For estab-
lishing and maintaining such places of custody under this act the divi-
sion may expend such sums as may be appropriated therefor. Not later
than October first in each year the division shall certify to the state
treasurer the total amounts expended by it for such places of custody in
each of said counties under this act during the preceding fiscal year.
One half of the amounts expended for such places of custody within their
boundaries shall be bourne by said counties.

Section 2. This act shall take full force and effect upon its accept-
ance by vote of the county commissioners of the counties of Worcester
and Hampden.

Appendix B requests and provides for the revival and
continuance of the present Commission.

STEPHEN L. FRENCH,
Chairman

WILLIAM X. WALL.
JOHN M. KINGMAN.
Rep. JOSEPH SILVANO.
Sen. SILVIO O. CONTE,
WILLIAM E. NOLEN.
DAVID A. ROSE.
C. GERALD LUCEY.
Sen. MARY L. FONSECA
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act providing for the maintenance by the divi-
sion OF YOUTH SERVICE FOR A LIMITED TIME OF A PLACE

OF CUSTODY IN THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The division of youth service, established
2 by section four A of chapter one hundred and twenty of
3 the General Laws, hereinafter called the division, shall
4 continue to maintain in the city of Boston until the first
5 day of July, nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, such
6 places as are maintained under authority of chapter five
7 hundred and forty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred
8 and forty-eight, as most recently amended by chapter
9 one hundred and thirty of the acts of nineteen hundred

10 and fifty-four.

1 Section 2. For maintaining a place or places of cus-
-2 tody under this act, the division may expend such sums
3 as majr be appropriated therefor. Not later than October
4 first in each of the years nineteen hundred and fifty-six
5 and nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, the division shall
6 certify to the state treasurer the total amount expended
7 by it under this act during the preceding fiscal year. One
8 half of such amount shall be assessed on the city of Bos-
-9 ton as provided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine of

10 the General Laws.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on July first
2 nineteen hundred and fifty-five.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A.

Cl)t Commontoealtb of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

Resolve reviving and further continuing the special

COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND

STUDY RELATIVE TO THE PREVENTION OF CHILD DELIN-

QUENCY, THE REHABILITATION OF DELINQUENT CHILDREN
AND AS TO THE ADVISABILITY OF ESTABLISHING INSTITU-
TIONS FOR THE TREATMENT OF SUCH CHILDREN.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, estab-
-2 lished by chapter seventy-one of the resolves of nineteen
3 hundred and forty-seven, and most recently revived and
4 continued by chapter fifty of the resolves of nineteen
5 hundred and fifty-five, is hereby further revived and
6 continued for the purpose of continuing its investigation
7 and study relative to the prevention of child delinquency,
8 the rehabilitation of delinquent children, and as to the
9 advisability of establishing institutions for the treatment

10 of such children. The commission shall be provided with
11 quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold hear-
-12 ings, may require by summons the attendance and testi-
-13 mony of witnesses and the production of books and
14 papers, and may expend the balance available in item
15 0246-00 of section two of chapter six hundred and eighty-
-16 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-four and
17 such other sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said
18 commission shall report to the general court the results
19 of its investigation and study, and its recommendations,
20 together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
21 recommendations into effect, by filing one or more re-
-22 ports with the clerk of the house of representatives at
23 such time or times as the commission may elect; pro-
-24 vided, that the commission shall so file its final report
25 on or before the last Wednesday of December in the
26 current year.

Appendix B
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