
House of Representatives, July 6, 1955.

The committee on Public Welfare, to whom were referred
so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as re-
lates to an implementation of the Youth Service Board to
permit it to strengthen its activities in developing a pro-
gram for the prevention of juvenile delinquency (page 13),
the report of the committee on Public Welfare authorized
(under an order jointly adopted by the Senate and House
of Representatives on June 10, 1954) to make an investiga-
tion and study relative to transferring the Tewksbury State
Hospital and Infirmary to the Department of Public Health;
and certain recommendations of the State Youth Commis-
sion (Senate, No. 660, Appendix B); the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 252) of James F. Condon that
provision be made for reorganizing and expanding the Youth
Service Board; the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 337) of James L. O’Dea, Jr., relative to the prevention
of juvenile delinquency and the reorganization of the Youth
Service Board; and the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 970) of Christopher A. lannella for appoint-
ment by the Governor of a recreational commission to
combat juvenile delinquency, report (in part) the accom-
panying bill (House, No. 3013).

For the committee,

RICHARD A. RUETHER.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act to strengthen the activities of cities and
TOWNS IN THE PREVENTION OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith
3 for the employment by cities and towns of school adjust-
-4 ment counselors to strengthen their activities in the pre-
-5 vention of juvenile delinquency, therefore it is hereby
6 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-7 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 46D the following four sections:
3 Section JfiE. In order to aid in the early detection of
4 maladjusted, emotionally disturbed and neglected chil-
-5 dren so as to be able to provide the necessary care and
6 assistance to prevent them from coming into conflict
7 with the law, a city, town or regional school district or
8 any combination thereof may employ a school adjust-
-9 ment counselor as provided in sections forty-six F to

10 forty-six H, inclusive.
11 Section A school adjustment counselor shall be
12 an employee of the school department, who shall be
13 responsible for (1) counseling and helping children, ex-
-14 clusively in the primary and elementary grades, who are
15 neurotic, neglected, emotionally disturbed, or otherwise
16 potentially delinquent, and who are referred to him by
17 teachers and principals; (2) establishing helpful and
18 kindly relationships with the home for the purpose of
19 assisting parents to improve spiritual, moral, economic,
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20 physical or social conditions that threaten the welfare of
21 the child and of society; (3) co-operating with teach-
-22 ers, principals and all other school personnel in assisting
23 and readjusting such children; (4) enlisting the interest
24 and the help of clergymen and other local officials and
25 leaders in a mutual community effort to save such chil-
-26 dren from unhappiness and delinquency; and (5) serv-
-27 ing as a referral agent to obtain necessary aid from
28 specialized public or private organizations in serious
29 cases which appear to be beyond the resources of the
30 community.
31 Section 46G. Before employing any person as a school
32 adjustment counselor under section forty-six E, the school
33 committee of a city, town or regional school district
34 shall request and obtain permission therefor from the
35 division of youth service; and no person shall be so em-
-36 ployed unless his professional and personal qualifica-
-37 tions have been unanimously approved by the depart-
-38 ments of education and mental health and the division
39 of youth service. The department of education shall
40 notify the school committee thereof in writing. In the
41 event of disapproval, the said department shall include
42 the reasons therefor.
43 Section Any city, town or regional school dis-
-44 trict employing a school adjustment counselor shall re-
-45 ceive state reimbursement not exceeding forty-five hun-
-46 dred dollars annually, through the department upon at-
-47 tested claim made therefor by the school committee on
48 forms provided by the department; provided, however,
49 that there shall be no reimbursement unless the school
50 adjustment counselor has been employed in accordance
51 with section forty-six G.




