
Commission on Administration and Finance,
State House, Boston 33, July 12, 1955.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am enclosing herewith proposed legislation under the
provisions of chapter 7, section 7, of the General Laws,
“An Act Relating to Workmen’s Compensation Payments
and Medical Expenses of Employees of the Commonwealth
who Sustained Injuries arising out of and in the Course of
their Employment.”

In going over section 698 of chapter 152 of the General
Laws and section 16 of chapter 23 of the General Laws, the
law is so worded that if the present Supervisor of Work-
men’s Compensation Agent is for any reason unable to sign
or certify" the vouchers, the injured employees and their
medical expenses could not be paid. There is no provision
in the law which would permit the appointment of another
person to perform these duties. Before filing this legislation,
I requested an opinion of the Attorney General and he has
advised me that this is correct.

Therefore, I believe this is an administrative matter which
should be clarified at once and I am filing the attached legis-
lation for your action.

Respectfully- submitted,

HOUSE No. 3031

Cbe Commontoealtb of Massachusetts

CARL A. SHERIDAN,
Commissioner of Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relating to workmen’s compensation payments

AND MEDICAL EXPENSES OF EMPLOYEES OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH WHO SUSTAINED INJURIES ARISING OUT Of AND
IN THE COURSE Of THEIR EMPLOYMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 16 of chapter 23 of the General Laws, as in-
-2 serted by section 1 of chapter 314 of the acts of 1953, is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end the following
4 sentence: During the temporary absence or disability
5 of the supervisor of workmen’s compensation agents,
6 the chairman or acting chairman may designate an em-
-7 ployee or official of the division as acting supervisor of
8 workmen’s compensation agents, so that section six-
-9 teen shall read;

10 Section 16. The division shall be under the super-
-11 vision and control of the chairman of the board, who
12 shall be its executive head. During the temporary ab-
-13 sence or disability of the chairman, he may designate a
14 member of the board as acting chairman. During the
15 temporary absence or disability of the supervisor of
16 workmen’s compensation agents, the chairman or acting
17 chairman may designate an employee or official of the
18 division as acting supervisor of workmen’s compensation
19 agents.
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