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To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresenlativ

I am returning herewith without my approval House Bill
No. 2771, which provides for a general salary increase for
State Employees.

My position on this bill has been perfectly clear for some
time. While I have at no time indicated that I would not
approve an increase for State Employees, I have made it
perfectly plain that I could not in good conscience accept
bill which in the first place would destroy the excellent work
that the Legislature has been doing in the last two years in
restoring a sound relationship among employee classifica
tions, and which in the second place provides absolutel}
no means of financin

Flat dollar increases for all State Employees granted on
rre than one occasion a few years ago resulted in a chaotic

rndition which came close to wiping out what was origi-
nally a sound classification plan. A review of classifications
begun by the Legislature two years ago and still continuing
has resulted in almost a complete restoration of proper bal
Mice. In my opinion it would now completely negative
your actions of the last two years if we were to return to
the shortsighted policy of granting the same increase to all
classes of State Emplo;

With reference to the second of my objections, it has
now become apparent to everyone who has any responsi-
bility for the preparation of figures showing estimate
revenue and expenditures for the 1956 fiscal year that we
cannot anticipate receipts in excess of the needs of the
General Appropriation Bill and the Supplementary Ap-
propriation Bill. These include my proposal for a group
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nice plan for State Employees and other bills which
been enacted and which call for the appropriation of

insu

have

Having assumed the responsibility of granting a general
lary increase you should at the same time have assumed

3 responsibility of finding the means of paying for it
Since you have failed to do so and have also sent m
type of increase which I believe to be unsound you le.
me no alternative but to return the bill without my an-


