
Executive Department,

State House, Boston, August 30, 1955*

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Some doubts have been expressed to me by competent
legal authorities as to the constitutionality of the bond issue
which you recently authorized making available from the
Highway Fund a sum of twenty-five million dollars for the
repair of flood damage. These doubts arise from the fail-
ure of the Act to specify precisely that the money should be
used only in accordance with Article LXXVIII of the
Amendments to the Constitution which limits the use of
Highway Fund money.

In view of these doubts it is my opinion that in order that
there might not be any hitch in the selling of the bonds or
the spending of the money the attached piece of legislation,
which clarifies the uses to which the money could be put,
should be adopted.

I therefore, recommend to you that you enact this legis-
lation at your earliest convenience.

HOUSE No. 3141

Cfte Commontoealtj) of s^assactmsetts

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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An Act clarifying the purposes of the highway flood
RELIEF LOAN, ACT OF NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-
FIVE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
2 to defeat its purpose, which is to provide immediately
3 for the relief of the disaster caused by the floods of
4 August, nineteen hundred and fifty-five, therefore it is
5 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for
6 the immediate preservation of the public health, safety
7 and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 698 of the acts of 1955 is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section;
4 Section 1. To provide for certain repairs upon public
5 highways in the areas stricken by the floods caused by
6 the rains of August eighteenth and nineteenth of the
7 current year, as more clearly specified hereinafter, the
8 sum of twenty-five million dollars is hereby made avail-
-9 able for transfer by the commission on administration

10 and finance, at its discretion, for the following pur-
-11 poses:
12 (1) To the director of civil defense such amounts as
13 may be necessary to provide for expenditures or reim-
-14 bursements and other expenses authorized by section
15 four of this act.
16 (2) To reimburse the appropriation accounts available
17 for the fiscal year nineteen hundred and fifty-six of the
18 several other state departments, boards and commissions
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19 such amounts as, in the opinion of the commission, are
20 necessary and have been expended therefrom for pur-
-21 poses of construction, reconstruction or repair of public
22 highways damaged by said floods.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 698 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 4 and inserting in
3 place thereof the following section;
4 Section 4- The commonwealth shall, subject to the
5 approval of a board consisting of the director of civil
6 defense, the director of accounts of the department of
7 corporations and taxation, the commissioner of admin-
-8 istration, and the commissioner of public works, re-
-9 imburse or allocate for the benefit of the political sub-

10 divisions of the commonwealth affected by said August
11 floods, an amount equal to their obligations of repay-
-12 ment of any indebtedness incurred under the provisions
13 of chapter six hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of
14 nineteen hundred and fifty, as amended, or incurred
15 under the provisions of section thirty-six A of chapter
16 thirty-five or of clause (9) of section eight of chapter
17 forty-four of the General Laws as a result of emergency
18 highway repairs necessitated by said floods, and shall
19 reimburse them for any expenditures from available
20 funds and from sums raised by taxation for the pur-
-21 poses authorized under said chapter six hundred and
22 thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty, as
23 amended, or authorized under the provisions of section
24 thirty-one of chapter forty-four of the General Laws as
25 a result of such repairs, and, in addition, the common-
-26 wealth may expend amounts approved by said board
27 referred to above for purposes of construction, recon-
-28 struction or repair of public highways damaged by said
29 floods, for the benefit of the political subdivisions of the
30 commonwealth affected by said August floods; provided,
31 that the total amount to be paid by the commonwealth
32 for such purposes shall not exceed twenty-five million
33 dollars.




