
By Mr. Harding of Dedham, petition of Francis A. Harding, Leslie B.
Cutler and Harold Putnam for legislation to authorize the Metropolitan
District Commission to construct, operate and maintain works for the
control of the Charles River between Newton Upper Falls and Charles
River Village. Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five

An Act authorizing the metropolitan district com-
mission TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN WORKS
FOR THE CONTROL OF THE FLOW OF THE CHARLES RIVER

BETWEEN NEWTON UPPER FALLS AND CHARLES RIVER
VILLAGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter called the commission, is hereby authorized,
3 as a means of relieving the danger of floods, to control
4 the flow of water in the Charles river between Newton
5 Upper Falls in the city of Newton and the town of
6 Needham and Charles River Village in the towns of
7 Needham and Dover, so as to maintain a river level in
8 said section at an elevation below the general level of
9 the meadows between April fifteenth and October fif-

-10 teenth of each year. For the purposes of this act, the
11 commission may reconstruct the dam of the New Eng-
-12 land Spun Silk Company at Newton Upper Falls and
13 the dam of the Boston Envelope Company on Mother
14 brook in the town of Dedham, may install necessary
15 gates in the Charles river and Mother brook above said
16 dams, together with gates at the inlet to Long Ditch
17 in the town of Needham, may dredge and improve the
18 channel of the Charles river, Mother brook and Long
19 Ditch and may maintain and operate such works and
20 appurtenances.
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1 Section 2. For the purposes of this act, the com-
-2 mission may take, in the name of the commonwealth,
3 in fee or otherwise, under chapter seventy-nine of the
4 General Laws, or acquire by purchase, gift or other-
-5 wise, such lands, water rights or easements in said
6 section of the Charles river and Mother brook as it
7 may deem necessary or reasonable and may enter into
8 agreements with railroads, corporations and persons
9 so far as necessary or desirable.

1 Section 3. When the work herein provided for
2 has been completed, the commission shall maintain,
3 operate and control said dams, gates and the works,
4 equipment and appurtenances thereto, in said section
5 of the Charles river as a part of the metropolitan parks
6 system. The commission shall also have and exercise
7 over said section of the Charles river and Mother brook
8 all powers and duties now conferred upon the commis-
-9 sion by chapter ninety-two of the General Laws, relative

10 to the care, maintenance and control of the metropolitan
11 parks system and the Charles River basin so far as
12 applicable.

1 Section 4. For the purposes of this act, the com-
-2 mission may expend such sums as may from time to
3 time be appropriated therefor, not exceeding in the ag-
-4 gregate one million one hundred thousand dollars, and
5 the same shall be assessed on the cities and towns of the
6 metropolitan parks system.

1 Section 5. Nothing in this act shall affect the existing
2 agreement between the proprietors of the mills on Mother
3 brook and the Neponset river and those on the Charles
4 river relative to the diversion of water from the Charles
5 river into Mother brook.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage


