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To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Fed-
eration Inc., by Carleton I. Pickett, legislative agent, for legislation rela-
tive to deer damage. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five,

An Act relative to deer damage

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 131 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 83 and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following new section:
4 Section 83. Whoever suffers loss by the eating, brows-
-5 ing or trampling of his fruit or ornamental trees, vege-
-6 tables, produce or crops by deer or moose may notify
7 the director of law enforcement of said damage, declar-
-8 ing the amount of damage as nearly as he can determine
9 the same. The director, within fifteen days after re-

-10 ceiving such notice, shall determine whether the damage
11 was inflicted by such deer or moose, and, if so, he shall
12 at once proceed to have an appraisal made under oath
13 by three persons, one of whom shall be designated by
14 the owner of the damaged property, one by the director,
15 and the third by the trustees for county aid to agricul-
-16 ture or of the county agricultural school of the county
17 in which the damage occurred; provided, however, that
18 if the amount of the damage so declared does not exceed
19 twenty dollars, the director may designate an agent to
20 make an appraisal. Within ten days after such appraisal
21 is made, the appraiser designated by the director as
22 aforesaid shall return to the director a certificate of the
23 damages, fixed by such appraisal. The director shall
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24 within thirty days after receiving such certificate, if he
25 finds the claim to be just and the appraisal correct, en-
-26 dorse his approval thereon and transmit the same, with
27 the cost of appraisal added, to the comptroller, and the
28 amount so certified shall be paid by the commonwealth;
29 provided, that if any doubt exists, the director may
30 summon the appraisers and all parties interested and
31 make such examination as he thinks proper, and may
32 cause the appraisers to review their appraisal, or cause a
33 new appraisal or appraisals to be made as aforesaid by
34 other appraisers designated and proceeding in the same
35 manner. Each appraiser, except when a paid official or
36 employee of the commonwealth or of a county, shall re-
-37 ceive compensation from the commonwealth at the rate
38 of one dollar and twenty-five cents per hour for not more
39 than eight hours in any one day while acting as such,
40 and for his necessary travel at the prevailing rate paid
41 by the commonwealth.
42 Any tree appraised in the manner above referred to as
43 having been totally damaged, and for which compensa-
-44 tion has been paid by the commonwealth under this
45 section, may thereafter be removed by the director
46 without further compensation therefor, or the director
47 may mark or cause to be marked in a suitable manner
48 trees for which compensation has been paid.
49 No compensation for damage shall be paid under this
50 section to any owner or lessee of land if such owner or
51 lessee has, within one year prior to the damage claim,
52 posted said land, other than an orchard or that por-
-53 tion of the land immediately surrounding his house,
54 barn or other outbuildings, to prevent the hunting of
55 deer.
56 One half of the appropriation for this purpose shall
57 come from the inland fisheries and game fund and one
58 half shall come from the General Fund.

1 Section 2. Chapter 131 of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by adding after section 83 the
3 following new section:
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4 Section 83A. Upon application to the director of law
5 enforcement by the owner or occupant of land, the
6 director may, notwithstanding any other provision of
7 this chapter, grant to him a permit authorizing him or
8 a member of his family or a person, other than an alien,
9 regularly employed by him if authorized by him so to

10 do, for such period during the close season for deer not
11 exceeding ninety days as may be specified in the permit,
12 and subject to such rules and regulations as the director
13 is hereby authorized to make from time to time, to set
14 or use any artificial light, but not in conjunction with
15 any motor vehicle, on such land for the purpose of tak-
-16 ing, injuring or killing any deer thereon which he has
17 reasonable cause to believe has damaged or is about to
18 damage crops, fruit or ornamental trees, except grass
19 growing on uncultivated land; in the event of such tak-
-20 ing, injuring or killing of a deer as aforesaid, the person
21 by whom or under whose direction the deer was taken,
22 injured or killed, shall, within twenty-four hours there-
-23 after, send to the director a written report signed by him
24 of the facts relative to said taking, injuring or killing.
25 All deer so killed shall be bled immediately and as soon
26 as possible thereafter turned over to the nearest con-
-27 servation officer, who shall give a receipt therefor. The
28 director shall dispose of said deer. Any violation of this
29 section shall be punished in accordance with the pro-
-30 visions of section seventy-eight F of this chapter.
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