
SENATE .... No. 485
To accompany the petition of Leslie B. Cutler for legislation relative

to aid to patients in public medical institutions. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five,

An Act providing aid to patients in public medical

INSTITUTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

Clje Commontuealtlj of Massachusetts

1 Chapter 118 A of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 18, and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:
4 Section 18. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
5 one, assistance under this chapter shall be given to any
6 person otherwise eligible therefor who is a patient in a
7 public medical institution; provided, however, that no
8 such assistance shall be given to any individual who is a
9 patient in an institution for tuberculosis or mental

10 diseases or who has been diagnosed as having tubercu-
-11 losis or psychosis and is a patient in a medical institution
12 as a result thereof. For purposes of this section, a public
13 medical institution is an institution, supported in whole
14 or in part by public funds, which is staffed by pro-
-15 fessional medical and nursing personnel and provides
16 medical care, including nursing and convalescent care,
17 in accordance with accepted standards. In the case of
18 a hospital, such an institution shall meet the licensing
19 provisions of the department of public health. In the
20 case of an institution which is not licensed as a hospital
21 or sanatorium, convalescent or nursing home, boarding
22 home for the aged, or city or town infirmary, the insti-
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23 tution shall meet the standards established for such
24 institutions by the department of public health; author-
-25 ity to establish such standards being hereby granted to
26 the department.
27 In the event that an applicant for assistance under
28 this section is a patient in a public medical institution
29 at the time when application for assistance is made,
30 the application shall be made in the town in which said
31 person has a legal settlement. If such person has no
32 settlement in the commonwealth, application shall be
33 made in the town in which he last maintained a residence
34 outside of an institution.


