
SENATE 519

To accompany the petition of William D. Fleming for legislation to
provide for the abatement of taxes on property affected by hurricanes
or tornados. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act providing for the abatement of taxes on
PROPERTY AFFECTED BY HURRICANES OR TORNADOS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 58 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section BA, inserted by chapter 500 of
3 the acts of 1951, the following section;
4 Section 88. The board of assessors in each city or
5 town affected by a hurricane or tornado and which has
6 been officially declared a disaster area may, on applica-
-7 tion for abatement in respect to the tax on real estate
8 filed in compliance with the provisions of section fifty-
-9 nine of chapter fifty-nine grant an abatement in such

10 amount as in the opinion of the assessors provides an
11 equitable adjustment of taxes on property wholly or
12 partially destroyed by said tornado; provided, that
13 such abatement shall not exceed that portion of the
14 tax which relates to the assessment on buildings destroyed
15 on said real estate; or the assessors may request the
16 commissioner of corporations and taxation under the
17 provisions of section eight of chapter fifty-eight to give
18 authority to abate in whole or in part the tax on prop-
-19 erty wholly or partially so destroyed, which tax may be
20 or has been levied against those who were the owners
21 of record of property on January first of the year in
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22 which the disaster occurred, or subsequent owners who
23 have assumed a part of the tax, as in their opinion pro-
-24 vides an equitable adjustment. In the event the board
25 of assessors grants abatements under the authority of
26 this section in respect to applications for abatement filed
27 under the provisions of section fifty-nine of chapter
28 fifty-nine or are authorized to make abatements of the
29 taxes levied in accordance with the provisions of section
30 eight of chapter fifty-eight, the commonwealth shall,
31 with the approval of the commissioner of corporations
32 and taxation, reimburse the municipalities for the abate-
-33 ments provided in this section from funds appropriated
34 therefor.


