
SENATE . ... No. 575

Senate, January 26, 1955

The joint committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred, so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1)
as relates to amendments of the hurricane relief legislation
(page 18); the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No.
548) of Edward C. Stone for legislation relative to the
alleviation of certain financial burdens imposed by the
hurricanes of nineteen hundred and fifty-four; the petition
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 549) of Edward C. Stone
for legislation relative to certain bonds to be issued by the
Commonwealth; and the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 259) of Frank D. Tanner relative to the allevia-
tion of certain financial burdens imposed in areas stricken by
the hurricanes of nineteen hundred and fifty-four, report
the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 575).

For the committee

EDWARD C. STONE

Clje Commonlucaltf) of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to the alleviation of certain finan-
cial BURDENS IMPOSED BY THE HURRICANES OF AUGUST
THIRTY-FIRST AND SEPTEMBER ELEVENTH, NINETEEN HUN-
DRED AND FIFTY-FOUR.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
2 to defeat its purpose, which is to provide immediately
3 for the relief of the disasters caused by the hurricanes
4 of August thirty-first and September eleventh, nineteen
5 hundred and fifty-four, therefore it is hereby declared
6 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
7 preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 689 of the acts of 1954
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first clause and
3 inserting in place thereof the following: To provide
4 for the purposes of disaster relief in the areas stricken by
5 the hurricanes of August thirty-first and September
6 eleventh, nineteen hundred and fifty-four.

1 Section 2. Section 4of said chapter 689 is hereby
2 amended by striking out all after the word “by” in the
3 fifth line and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 the hurricanes of August thirty-first and September
5 eleventh, nineteen hundred and fifty-four, annually an
6 amount equal to their obligations of repayment of any
7 indebtedness incurred under the provisions of chapter six
8 hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred
9 and fifty, as amended, or incurred under the provisions

10 of section thirty-six A of chapter thirty-five or of clause
11 (9) of section eight of chapter forty-four of the General
12 Laws as a result of an emergency created by said hurri-
-13 canes, and shall reimburse them for any expenditures
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14 from available funds and from sums raised by taxation
15 for the purposes authorized under said chapter six
16 hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred
17 and fifty, as amended, or authorized under the provisions
18 of section thirty-one of chapter forty-four of the General
19 Laws as a result of an emergency created by said hurri-

-20 canes; provided, that the total amount to be paid by the
21 commonwealth for such purposes shall not exceed twelve
22 million dollars.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 689 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 6 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following new section:
4 Section 6. The board of assessors in each city or town
5 affected by the hurricanes which occurred on August
6 thirty-first and September eleventh, nineteen hundred
7 and fifty-four, may, on application for abatement in
8 respect to the tax on real estate for the year nineteen
9 hundred and fifty-four filed in compliance with the

10 provisions of section fifty-nine of chapter fifty-nine of the
11 General Laws, grant an abatement in such amount as in
12 the opinion of the assessors provides an equitable ad-
-13 justment of taxes on property wholly or partially de-
-14 stroyed by said hurricanes; provided, that such abate-
-15 ment shall not exceed that portion of the tax which re-
-16 lates to the assessment on buildings destroyed on said
17 real estate; or the assessors may request the state tax
18 commission under the provisions of section eight of
19 chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws to give authority
20 to abate in whole or in part that portion of the tax on
21 property wholly or partially so destroyed which relates
22 to the tax on buildings on said real estate, and which
23 tax may be or has been levied against those who were
24 the owners of record of property on January first, nine-
-25 teen hundred and fifty-four, or subsequent owners who
26 have assumed a part of the tax, as in their opinion pro-
-27 vides an equitable adjustment. Notwithstanding any
28 other provisions of law, application for abatement under
29 this act shall be filed before October first, nineteen
30 hundred and fifty-five.
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