
SENATE .... No. 663

Senate, April 4, 1955.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Senate Bill relating to the settlement of
veterans (Senate, No. 629), report recommending that the
same be amended by substituting therefor a new draft en-
titled “An Act relative to the settlement of veterans”
(Senate, No. 663), and that, when so amended, the same
will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

CHARLES J. INNES.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to the settlement of veterans.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide without
3 delay certain benefits for veterans and their dependents,
4 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
5 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
6 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, arid by the authority of the same,
as follows:

Cfte Commontoealtb of Qgaggacfcusettg

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 116 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out clause Fifth,
3 as most recently amended by section 46 of chapter 627
4 of the acts of 1954, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following clause:
6 Fifth, A person who enlisted and was mustered into
7 the military or naval service of the United States, as a
8 part of the quota of a town in the commonwealth under
9 any call of the President of the United States during

10 the war of the rebellion or between February third,
11 nineteen hundred and seventeen and November eleventh,
12 nineteen hundred and eighteen, or between September
13 sixteenth, nineteen hundred and forty and December
14 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-six, or who was
15 assigned as a part of the quota thereof after having en-
-16 listed and been mustered into said service, and his wife
17 or widow and minor children, shall be deemed thereby
18 to have acquired a settlement in such town; a person
19 who would otherwise be entitled to a settlement under
20 this clause, but who was not a part of the quota of any
21 town, shall, if he served as part of the quota of the com-
-22 monwealth, be deemed to have acquired a settlement,
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23 for himself, his wife or widow and minor children, in the
24 place where he actually resided at the time of his enlist-
-25 ment; a person who was inducted into the military or
26 naval forces of the United States under any federal selec-
-27 tive service act, or who enlisted in said forces, in time
28 of war between the United States and any foreign power,
29 whether he served as a part of the quota of the common-
-30 wealth or not, or who enlisted and served in said forces
31 during the Philippine Insurrection, and his wife or widow
32 and minor children shall be deemed to have acquired a
33 settlement in the place where he actually resided in this
34 commonwealth at the time of his induction or enlistment;
35 and a person inducted into, enlisted or commissioned in,
36 or recalled to, or continuing in the armed forces of the
37 United States while the United States engaged in hostili-
-38 ties under the flag of the United Nations, or in a state of
39 war arising out of and as the result of such hostilities,
40 which hostilities shall be deemed to have begun on June
41 twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty, and a member
42 of the National Guard of this commonwealth called to
43 duty and actually serving with the said armed forces of
44 the United States, either individually or as a member of
45 his respective unit, during such hostilities or state of
46 war, and the wife or widow and minor children of any
47 such person inducted into, enlisted or commissioned in,
48 or recalled to, or continuing in the armed forces of the
49 United States, or of any such member of the National
50 Guard of this commonwealth called to duty and actually
51 serving with the said armed forces, shall, as of the date
52 of his termination of duty with the said armed forces,
53 either by death, release or discharge, be deemed to have
54 acquired a settlement in the place where he actually re-
-55 sided in this commonwealth at the time of his induction,
56 enlistment or commissioning, recall, continuance, or call
57 to active duty, as aforesaid; provided, that the provi-
-58 sions of this clause shall apply only where service was
59 terminated by death under circumstances other than
60 dishonorable, by reason of disability not the result of the
61 veteran’s own misconduct, or by release or discharge
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62 under honorable conditions; and provided, further, that
63 the provisions of this clause shall not apply to any person
64 who enlisted and received a bounty for such enlistment
65 in more than one place unless the second enlistment was
66 made after an honorable discharge from the first term of
67 service, nor to any person who has been proved guilty
68 of wilful desertion, nor to any person who when he en-
-69 tered the federal service was a subject or citizen of a
70 neutral country, had filed his intention to become a
71 citizen of the United States, and afterward withdrew
72 such intention under the act of Congress approved on
73 July ninth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, nor to any
74 person designated on his last discharge or release as a con-
-75 scientious objector, nor to any person who was dis-
-76 charged or released on his own application or solicita-
-77 tion by reason of his being an enemy alien.

1 Section 2. If any person gained a settlement under
2 the provisions of clause Fifth of section one of chapter
3 one hundred and sixteen of the General Laws, as appear-
-4 ing in section six of chapter five hundred and ninety of
5 the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-one, or as amended
6 by section forty-six of chapter six hundred and twenty-
-7 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-four,
8 who would not be eligible for the acquisition of a settle-
-9 merit under clause Fifth, as amended by section one of

10 this act, said gained settlement is hereby defeated, and
11 the settlement, if any, of such person existing on the
12 seventh day of August, nineteen hundred and fifty-one,
13 or the ninth day of June, nineteen hundred and fifty-four,
14 as the case may be, is hereby revived.

1 Section 3. Section 2of chapter 116 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section 4 of chapter
3 584 of the acts of 1946, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the first sentence and inserting in place
5 thereof the following sentence: No person shall ac-
-6 quire a settlement, or lie in the process of acquiring a
7 settlement, while receiving public relief, unless within
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8 two years after receiving such relief, he tenders reimburse-
-9 ment of the cost thereof to the commonwealth or to the

10 town furnishing it; provided, that benefits received under
11 chapter one hundred and fifteen shall not be considered
12 public relief for the purposes of this section; and pro-
-13 vided, further, that receipt of public relief by a veteran
14 whose service qualifies him to receive benefits under said
15 chapter one hundred and fifteen, or by a dependent of a
16 veteran qualified by his service to receive such benefits,
17 shall not prevent such veteran or dependent, in accord-
-18 ance with the provisions of this section, from acquiring,
19 or being in the process of acquiring, a settlement, unless
20 the veterans’ agent of the town of settlement, if any, of
21 such veteran or dependent, or the commissioner of vet-
-22 erans’ services, if such veteran or dependent has no
23 settlement, shall notify, in writing, the public welfare
24 authorities of the town furnishing such public relief that
25 such veteran or dependent is not eligible for benefits
26 under said chapter one hundred and fifteen, in answer
27 to a notice, in writing, which, in addition to any notice
28 required by law to be given to the public welfare authori-
-29 ties of the town of settlement, if any, and to the commis-
-30 sioner of public welfare, shall, in the case of such veteran
31 or dependent, be given forthwith to the veterans’ agent
32 of the town of settlement, if any, and to the commissioner
33 of veterans’ services by the town granting such public
34 relief.
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