
Senate, July 7, 1955.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com-
mitted the House Resolve providing for an investigation
by a special commission of the feasibility of putting electric
and telephone wires underground (House, No. 2901), report
recommending that the same ought to pass with an amend-
ment substituting a new draft with the same title (Senate,
No. 792).

For the committee,

RALPH C. MAHAR.

SENATE No. 792

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts



SENATE [JulyNo. 792.2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

Resolve providing for an investigation by a special

COMMISSION OF THE FEASIBILITY OF PUTTING ELECTRIC
AND TELEPHONE WIRES UNDERGROUND.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission consist-
-2 ing of two members of the senate to be designated by
3 the president thereof, five members of the house of rep-
-4 resentatives to be designated by the speaker thereof, and
5 two persons to be appointed by the governor, shall in-
-6 vestigate and study the entire subject of the loss of
7 electrical and telephone service during the hurricanes
8 Edna and Carol, the feasibility of placing certain power
9 lines underground and any other problems relating to

10 the interruption of electrical and telephone service. Said
11 commission shall, in the course of its investigation and
12 study, consider so much of the governor’s message
13 (Senate, No. 1) as relates to a study by the department
14 of public utilities of the distribution of electric and tele-
-15 phone service, including the possibility of requiring that
16 existing and new transmission lines be placed under-
-17 ground with a view to improving the quality and effi-
-18 ciency of service in times of emergency; the subject
19 matter of the investigation proposed by current senate
20 document numbered sixty-six, relative to the possibility
21 of putting into effect a program of placing underground
22 all electric and telephone lines; so much of the investi-
-23 gation proposed by current senate document numbered
24 four hundred and thirty-seven, relative to the rate struc-
-25 ture of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Com-
-26 pany, and other matters as relates to the study of the
27 problem of placing utility lines underground; so much
28 of the investigation proposed by current senate docu-
-29 ment numbered four hundred and thirty-nine, relative
30 to utility rates and the feasibility of putting certain
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31 power lines underground as relates to the study of the
32 problem of placing utility lines underground; of current
33 house document numbered two hundred and twenty-
-34 seven, relative to directing the electric power companies
35 to place twenty-five per cent a year of all overhead elec-
-36 trie power lines underground for a period of the next four
37 years; of current house document numbered two hun-
-38 dred and twenty-eight, relative to directing telephone
39 companies to place twenty-five per cent a .year of all
40 overhead telephone lines underground for a period of
41 the next four years; of current house document num-
-42 bered two hundred and thirty-three, relative to directing-
-43 the electric power companies to place twenty-five per
44 cent a year of all overhead electric light lines under-
-45 ground for a period of the next four years; of the in-
-46 vestigation proposed by current house document num-
-47 bered two hundred and thirty-four, relative to requiring
48 electric light and power companies to place their lines
49 underground in certain areas; of the investigation pro-
-50 posed by current house document numbered seven hun-
-51 dred and two, relative to placing underground all electric
52 and telephone power lines; so much of the investigation
53 proposed by current house document numbered eleven
54 hundred and ninety-one, relative to current telephone
55 rates and the placing of all public utility wires under-
-56 ground as relates to the study of the problem of placing
57 utility lines underground; of current house document
58 numbered fourteen hundred and forty-five, relative to
59 requiring the placing of all electric and telephone power
60 lines underground; of current house document num-
-61 bered nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, relative to re-
-62 quiring all wires, cables and lines for the transmission of
63 electricity to be underground; and of the investigation
64 proposed by current house document numbered twenty-
-65 one hundred and ninety-nine, relative to compelling
66 public utilities to convert their present system of over-
-67 head wires to underground conduits. The commission
68 may hold hearings and may call upon the department of
69 public utilities and other departments, commissions and
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70 officers of the commonwealth for such information as it
71 may desire in the course of its investigation. The com-
-72 mission shall be provided with quarters in the state house
73 or elsewhere, may hold public hearings, and shall hire a
74 firm of qualified engineers to make the stud}". The com-
-75 mission may expend for such purpose such sums, not
76 exceeding fifty thousand dollars, as may be appropriated.
77 Said commission shall report to the general court the
78 results of its investigation and its recommendations, if
79 any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry
80 its recommendations into effect by filing the same with
81 the clerk of the house of representatives not later than
82 January fifteenth, nineteen hundred and fifty-six.


