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Senate, July 25, 1955.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which
was referred the House bill authorizing the disclosure of
the contents of income tax returns in certain instances
(House, No. 110) reports recommending that the same be
amended by substituting therefor a new draft entitled
“An Act relative to the disclosure of the contents of income
tax returns” (Senate, No. 816), and that, when so amended,
the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

CHARLES J. INNES.

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act relative to the disclosure of the contents of

INCOME TAX RETURNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Chapter 62 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 58, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following

5 Section 58. The disclosure by the commissioner, or
6 by any deputy, assistant, clerk or assessor, or other
7 employer of the commonwealth, or of any city or town
8 therein, to any person but the taxpayer or his agent,
9 except as hereinafter provided, of any information what-

-10 ever contained in or set forth by any return filed under
11 this chapter, other than the name and address of the
12 person filing it, except in proceedings to collect the tax
13 or for the purpose of criminal prosecution under this
14 chapter is prohibited. The commissioner, however, may
15 grant to the United States Commissioner of Internal
16 Revenue, and other authorized officials duly designated
17 by him who are lawfully charged with the administration
18 of the United States income tax law, permission to in-
-19 spect income tax returns required to be filed under this
20 chapter. Said authorization shall, as to the documents to
21 be made available for inspection, be extended on the same'
22 basis as the authority that may be lawfully granted by
23 the said United States commissioner to the officials of
24 the commonwealth to examine United States income tax
25 returns. Such inspection shall, however, be limited ex-
-26 clusively to the purpose of administering the said United
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27 States income tax law. Any violation of this section shall
28 be punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand
29 dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than six
30 months, or both, and by disqualification from holding
31 office in the commonwealth for such period, not exceed-
-32 ing three years, as the court determines.




