
Senate, July 19, 1945.

The Committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which
was referred the House bill requiring the sale of deed excise
stamps by registers of deeds (House, No. 3004) reports rec-
ommending that the same be amended by substituting there-
for a new draft entitled “An Act authorizing the installation
in registries of deeds of metering machines for the sale of
documentary excise stamps” (Senate, No. 818), and that,
when so amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the Committee,

CHARLES J. INNES.

SENATE No. 818
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Five.

An Act authorizing the installation in registries of
DEEDS OF METERING MACHINES FOR THE SALE OF DOCU-
MENTARY EXCISE STAMPS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 3of chapter 64D of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 710 of the
3 acts of 1951, is hereby amended by adding at the end
4 the following five paragraphs:
5 The commissioner may cause to be installed in any
6 registry of deeds one or more metering machines, so
7 called, through which said adhesive stamps can be sold
8 and may remove any such machine if he deems it ex-
-9 pedient. Upon the installation of such a metering ma-

-10 chine or machines the register of deeds of said registry
11 shall sell stamps from said metering machines to persons
12 requiring the same for affixation to instruments in ac-
-13 cordance with the provisions of this chapter.
14 Each register of deeds shall on or before the tenth day
15 of each month account to the commissioner on a form
16 prescribed and furnished by him for all sales made by
17 said register during the preceding calendar month and
18 shall turn over to the commissioner all moneys received
19 from said sales, less any adjustments approved by him.
20 The machines shall, upon installation, be sealed by
21 the commissioner, and he or his duly appointed agent
22 or agents shall take readings of the said machines at
23 such times and in such manner as he shall direct.
24 Each register of deeds, in whose registry there has
25 been installed a metering machine, shall give to the
26 commissioner a bond, in a penal sum and with sureties
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27 approved by the commissioner, conditioned satisfac-
-28 torily to account for money received by said register in
29 his official capacity from the sale of said stamps. The
30 premium for such bond shall be paid by the state treas-
-31 urer without appropriation therefor upon certification
32 by the commissioner.
33 The provisions of sections three A and three B shall
34 not be applicable to any registry of deeds during the
35 period within which a metering machine is installed
36 therein.

1 Section 2. Section 2of said chapter 64D, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 first sentence the following sentence: The word “per-
-4 son” shall, for the purposes of this chapter only, include
5 political subdivisions of the commonwealth.




