
SENATE .... No. 866

Executive Department
State House, Boston, September 10, 1955.

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith an Act relative to the form of

government of the City of Boston and the method of nomi-
nating and electing elective officials thereunder. This bill
would require the City of Boston, without any further action
by any responsible official of the City of Boston, to vote
upon whether or not the city wishes to amend its charter
with respect to the method of nominating and electing cer-
tain elected officials of the City of Boston. In this message,
I am not concerned with the desirability or undesirability
of the suggested charter changes. I am, however, definitely
concerned with the method of requiring the city to vote on
this matter by act of the Legislature, whether or not any
city officials or citizens in the city, other than members of
the Legislature, have evidenced any desire so to do.

Under present law, the City of Boston can, upon petition
of ten percent of the registered voters, vote upon a number
of specified charter changes. If it is the wish of the Legis-
lature that the City of Boston be allowed by the same
method to vote upon still another charter change such as
that suggested in the bill whic
no obiection.
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I, therefore, recommend tt
striking out Sections 34 and 35
the following:

at the bill be amended by
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Section 34- Section 3of Ch
is hereby amended by inserting

.pter 452 of the Acts of 1948
after the paragraph entitled

“Question 3” the following: Question 4. “Shall the city of
Boston adopt the plan of government providing for the

tion of a mayor at large, the election of a city council of
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eleven members by districts consisting of two wards each,
and the election of a school committee of five members at
large, with each voter having the right to vote for one candi-
date for mayor, one candidate for city councillor, and five
candidates for school committeeman and without prelimi-
nary elections?”

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


