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By Mr. Sontag of Boston, petition of Leo Sontag for adoption of resolu-
tions by the General Court urging the Attorney General of the United
States to investigate violations of civil rights and the breakdown of local
law enforcement in the State of Mississippi. ConstitutionalLaw.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

Resolutions calling upon the attorney general of
THE UNITED STATES TO INVESTIGATE AND PROSECUTE THE
VIOLATIONS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS Of AMERICAN CITIZENS
IN THE STATE Of MISSISSIPPI.

Whereas, It is apparent that numerous violations of the
civil rights of American citizens have occurred in the state
of Mississippi; among them (1) the unsolved murder of
Reverend George W. Lee of Belzoni, Mississippi, who was
cut down by a shotgun blast from a speeding automobile to
stop him from campaigning to register voters; (2) the un-
solved murder of Lamar Smith of Brookhaven, Mississippi,
killed on a lawn of the court house for having registered to
vote after certain townsmen had warned him to the con-
trary; (3) the unsolved murder of Emmett Till of Chicago,
Illinois, and the refusal of a Leflore county Mississippi
grand jury to indict for kidnapping those who had publicly
admitted the abduction of said Emmett Till; and

Whereas, It now appears that those responsible for these
tragic crimes are not being brought to justice; and

Whereas, It now appears and has been apparent that the
local administration of justice in the state of Mississippi is
either unable or unwilling to function; and

Whereas, It clearly appears that American citizens have
been and continue to be denied in Mississippi the protection
of civil rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution
and amendments and laws enacted thereunder; and
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Whereas, The general court has found the people of the
commonwealth to be shocked and horrified at these events
and wishes to express the profound regret and sorrow of our
citizens; therefore be it

Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts urges
the attorney general of the United States to investigate the
violations of civil rights and the breakdown of local law
enforcement in the state of Mississippi; and be it further

Resolved, That the attorney general of the United States
invoke the federal laws and the facilities of the United
States Department of Justice to apprehend, indict, sentence
and punish those responsible for these brutal crimes and
those who have conspired to defeat the enforcement of law
and the administration of justice in Mississippi; and be it
further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent forth-
with by the secretary of the commonwealth to the President
of the United States, to the attorney general of the United
States, to the presiding officer of each branch of congress,
and to each of the members thereof from this common-
wealth.


