
HOUSE 296

By Mr. Rawson of Newton, petition of George E. Rawson and another
for an investigation by a special commission (including members of the
General Court) of the laws pertaining to the sale, rental, leasing, carrying
and use of firearms and the possession and use of dangerous weapons.
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by

A SPECIAL UNPAID COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE LAWS

PERTAINING TO THE SALE, RENTAL, LEASING, CARRYING
AND USE OF FIREARMS AND ALSO THE POSSESSION, CARRY-
ING AND USE OF DANGEROUS WEAPONS.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, con-
-2 sisting of two members of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof, three members of the house of
4 representatives to be designated by the speaker thereof,
5 the commissioner of public safety or a person to be
6 designated by him, the director of the division of law
7 enforcement of the department of natural resources or
8 a person to be designated by him, and three persons to
9 be appointed by the governor, of whom one shall be a

10 representative of the Massachusetts National Guard
11 (Ground or Air), one shall be a representative of the
12 Massachusetts Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs and one
13 shall be a person engaged in the business of buying and
14 selling firearms, is hereby established for the purpose of
15 investigating the advisability of revising the laws of the
16 commonwealth relative to the sale, rental, leasing, carry-
-17 ing and use of firearms, and also possession, carrying and
18 use of dangerous weapons with a view to recommending
19 such changes therein as may be necessary. In making
20 its investigation and study hereunder, said commission
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21 shall consider all laws now in existence in this state per-
-22 taining to the subject matter, and the so-called Sullivan
23 law of the state of New York. Said commission shall be
24 provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere,
25 shall hold hearings, shall have the power to summon
26 witnesses and to require the production of books, records
27 and papers, and the giving of testimony under oath, and
28 may employ technical assistants and expend for clerical
29 and other services and expenses such sums, not exceed-
-30 ing in the aggregate, twenty-five hundred dollars, as may
31 hereafter be appropriated therefor. Said commission
32 shall report to the general court the results of its investi-
-33 gation and study, and its recommendations, if any, to-
-34 gether with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its
35 recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
36 clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first
37 Wednesday in December in the current year.


