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By Mr. Sontag of Boston, petition of Leo Sontag relative to rent con-
trol and a further stay of judgment and execution in actions of summary
process. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relative to rent control and further stay of
JUDGMENT AND EXECUTION IN SUMMARY PROCESS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to continue
3 in operation certain provisions of law relative to rent
4 control and the stay of judgment and execution in ac-
-5 tions of summary process, therefore it is hereby de-
-6 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-

mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. In an action for summary process to re-
-2 cover possession of premises occupied for dwelling pur-
-3 poses where a tenancy has been terminated either by
4 operation of law by act of the landlord, without fault of
5 the tenant other than the tenant’s failure to pay a rent
6 which has been increased after December thirty-first,
7 nineteen hundred and fifty-five, a discretionary stay or
S successive stays of judgment and execution may be
9 granted as hereinafter provided in this section, upon

10 application by the tenant.
11 The court shall carefully inquire into the relative
12 situations of the parties, the terms of the tenancy under
13 which the defendant held the premises, the availability
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14 of other housing for the defendant, and any other mat-
-15 ters which the court may deem relevant to the pro-
-16 visions of this section. If the court determines that
17 the immediate entry of judgment and issuance of exe-
-18 cution for possession of the premises would work a
19 hardship on the defendant, the court may grant a dis-

-20 cretionary stay or successive stays of judgment and exe-
-21 cution for a period not exceeding nine months or for
22 periods not exceeding nine months, in the aggregate.
23 During the period of any such stay or stays the rent pay-
-24 able by the defendant for the premises shall he fixed by
25 the court at a rate not less than the maximum legal rate
26 in effect or permissible on December thirty-first, nine-
-27 teen hundred and fifty-five, and not greater than said
28 rate increased by five per cent thereof. If at any time
29 during such staj” or stays the defendant fails to pay any
30 installment of rent within ten days after the date on
31 which the same is due, or fails to pay any rent to which
32 the court finds the plaintiff was legally entitled prior to
33 the granting of any stay, the court shall on motion of
34 the plaintiff set aside the stay. So long as this section
35 is in force no stay in addition to airy herein provided
36 shall be granted pursuant to the provisions of sections
37 nine to thirteen, inclusive, of chapter two hundred and
38 thirty-nine of the General Laws or of any act in amend-
-39 ment thereof.
40 The provisions of this section shall not apply to the
41 following cases:
42 (a) Where the tenancy in question is under a written
43 lease which first went into effect after December thirty-
-44 first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five.
45 (6) Where the defendant first entered into possession
46 of the premises after December thirty-first, nineteen
47 hundred and fifty-five.
48 (c) Where the rent for the premises in question was
49 not controlled or regulated on December thirty-first,
50 nineteen hundred and fifty-five, pursuant to the pro-
-51 visions of chapter four hundred and thirty-four of the.
52 acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-three, as amended.
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1 Section 2. So long as this section continues in force,
2 a stay or successive stays of judgment and execution
3 may be granted under sections nine to thirteen, inclu-
-4 sive, of chapter tv o hundred and thirty-nine of the Gen-
-5 eral Laws for a period not exceeding three months, or
6 for periods not exceeding three months, in the aggre-
-7 gate, in cases where the rent of the premises in question
8 was not controlled or regulated on December thirty-
-9 first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five; provided, however,

10 that a stay of judgment and execution in the case of
11 premises occupied by an employee of a farmer condi-
-12 tioned upon his employment by such farmer and which
13 employment has been legally terminated, shall not be
14 granted under this section or under section one of this
15 act for a longer period than two months, in the aggregate.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on January
2 first, nineteen hundred and fifty-six, and shall terminate
3 on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and fifty-seven;
4 but any stay of judgment and execution granted here-
-5 under prior to said June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
6 and fifty-seven, shall remain in force for its full period
7 unless set aside by the court.




