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By Mr. O’Dea of Lowell, petition of JamesL. O’Dea, Jr., for a legisla-
tive amendment to the Constitution providing for a division of the Com-
monwealth into Congressional districts. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the con-
stitution RELATIVE TO CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate
2 and House of Representatives, in joint session, hereby
3 declares it to be expedient to alter the Constitution by
4 the adoption of the following Article of Amendment, to
5 the end that it may become a part of the Constitution
6 [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next Gen-
-7 eral Court and approved by the people at the state elec-
-8 tion next following]:

9 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

10 The Constitution is hereby amended by adding at the
11 end the following article:
12 Article LXXXII. Following each decennial reappor-
-13 tionment of representatives in the Congress of the
14 United States among the several states, the general
15 court shall enact a redistricting law establishing a con-
-16 gressional district for each representative in the Con-
-17 gress to which the commonwealth is entitled. Each
18 such district shall be composed of contiguous and com-
-19 pact territory. The population of each such district
20 shall be equal, as nearly as may be, to the average re-
-21 suiting from a division of the whole population of the
22 commonwealth by the number of congressional districts
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23 to which the commonwealth is entitled; provided, how-
-24 ever, that in no case shall a district be established with
25 a population which differs from such average by more
26 than five per centum.
27 Each town and each city in the commonwealth the
28 population of which does not exceed such average shall
29 be placed in its entirety within a particular district, and
30 in no case shall a ward of a be divided between two
31 or more districts.
32 If ten qualified voters of the commonwealth shall file
33 a petition in the supreme judicial court alleging that a
34 redistricting law fails to compty with all the require-
-35 ments hereof, such petition shall be set down for speedy
36 hearing, and the court shall promptly consider and de-
-37 termine the issues raised thereby. If the court shall
38 find that such redistricting law provides for one or more
39 congressional districts which do not fairly meet such
40 standards, said law shall be a nullity, and the pre-exist-
-41 ing redistricting law shall be effective until a new law-
-42 complying with the requirements hereof shall have been
43 enacted.


