
HOUSE 1009

By Messrs. Yerxa of Boston and Charles lannello of Boston, petition
of John E. Yerxa and Charles lannello for an investigation by special
commission (including members of the General Court) of the advisability
of preserving as a state landmark the Shirley-Eustis Mansion in the
Roxbury district of the city of Boston. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

Resolve providing for an unpaid special commission
TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY RELATIVE TO THE

POSSIBILITY OF PRESERVING THE SHIRLEY-EUSTIS MAN-
SION AS A LANDMARK OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Whereas, Many persons from every part of the world
2 visit the commonwealth of Massachusetts, attracted
3 thereto hy the proud role it has played in the history of
4 the United States, and these persons and the citizens of
5 the commonwealth are greatly interested in visiting the
6 historical landmarks of colonial times; and
7 Whereas, Governor William Shirley, Governor of the
8 Province of Massachusetts Bay, built in the year 1747 in
9 what is now the Roxbury district of Boston a mansion

10 as handsome as any in colonial America, which mansion
11 was bought and restored in 1819 by Governor William
12 Eustis; and
13 Whereas, Washington, Franklin, Sir William Peppered,
14 Lafayette and distinguished visitors from all New
15 England have visited and been entertained in this man-
-16 sion; and
17 Whereas, This mansion has deteriorated and is in need
18 of restoration if it is to be preserved as part of the rich
19 tradition of the commonwealth, therefore be it
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20 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to con-
-21 sist of two members of the senate to be designated by
22 the president thereof, three members of the house of
23 representatives to be designated by the speaker thereof,
24 and four persons to be appointed by the governor, one
25 of whom shall be a member of the art commission and a
26 second the director or an employee of the division of
27 building construction, is hereby established for the pur-
-28 pose of making an investigation and study of the pos-
-29 sibility of preserving the Shirley-Eustis mansion, now
30 situated in the Roxbury district of the city of Boston,
31 as a state landmark in honor of Governor William Shirley
32 and Governor William Eustis. The commission shall
33 also consider the feasibility of moving the mansion to a
34 more suitable location. Said commission shall be pro-
-35 vided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere,
36 may hold hearings and may expend for legal, clerical
37 and other services and expenses such sum as may be
38 appropriated therefor. Said commission shall report to
39 the general court the results of its investigation and
40 study, and its recommendations, if any, together with
41 drafts of legislation necessary to carry said recom-
-42 mendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk
43 of the house of representatives not later than the first
44 Wednesday of June, nineteen hundred and fifty-six.


