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By Mr. Porrazzo of Boston, petition of Michael A. Porrazzo that cer-
tain motor buses used for the carrying of passengers for hire be exempt
from payment of the motor vehicle fuel tax. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act exempting certain motor buses used for
CARRYING PASSENGERS FOR HIRE FROM CERTAIN TAXES

ON FUEL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Any person who shall buy any fuel or special fuels
2 on which an excise has been paid or is chargeable under
3 this chapter, and shall consume the same in any manner
4 except in the operation of motor vehicles upon or over
5 the highways, whether or not such vehicles are regis-
-6 tered under the provisions of section five of chapter
7 ninety, or shall consume the same in the operation of
8 motor buses used for carrying passengers for hire pur-
-9 suant to a license issued in accordance with the pro-

-10 visions of section one of chapter one hundred and fifty-
-11 nine A of the General Laws and a certificate of public
12 convenience and necessity issued by the department of
13 public utilities in accordance with the provisions of
14 section seven of said chapter, or pursuant to a license
15 under the provisions of section ten of chapter five hun-
-16 dred and forty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
17 forty-seven, shall be reimbursed the amount of said
18 excise in the manner and subject to the conditions
19 herein provided. All claims for reimbursement shall be
20 made by affidavit in such form and containing such
21 information as the state tax commission shall prescribe,
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22 and shall be accompanied by original invoices or sales
23 receipts, and shall be filed with the commissioner within
24 six months from the date of purchase or invoice. The
25 commissioner may require such further information as
26 he shall deem necessary for the determination of such
27 claims, and shall within thirty days after receipt trans-
-28 mit all claims approved by him to the comptroller for
29 certification; and the amount approved by the com-
-30 missioner and certified as aforesaid shall be paid forth-
-31 with from the proceeds of the excise tax levied under
32 this chapter, without specific appropriation; provided,
33 however, that claims for reimbursement filed by owners
34 of motor buses operating under a license and certificate
35 as above specified shall be sent forthwith by the com-
-36 missioner to the department of public utilities, which
37 shall determine as speedily as possible the operating
38 ratio of said owner for the period for which reimburse-
-39 ment is sought. If the operating ratio, that is, the
40 total cost of operation, including therein taxes and
41 depreciation, is found to be more than ninety per cent
42 of the total income of said owner from said motor buses,
43 the department shall so certify and return the claim to
44 the commissioner, who shall approve the same and
45 forward it to the comptroller for certification. If the
46 said department finds that the operating: ratio does not
47 exceed ninety per cent of the income of such owner from
48 the operation of such motor buses it shall disapprove
49 the claim and so notify the owner.


