
HOUSE .... No. 2102
By Mr. Kaplan of Brookline, petition of Sumner Z. Kaplan that Con-

gress be memorialized by the General Court to pass legislation to prevent
racial discrimination and calling upon the Attorney General of the United
States to invoke the laws of the United States to protect the rights of
citizens and to aid in the administration of local justice. Constitutional
Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six,

Resolutions memorializing congress to pass legisla-

tion TO PREVENT RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND CALLING
UPON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
TO INVOKE THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES TO PROTECT
THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS AND TO AID IN THE ADMINISTRA-

TION OF LOCAL JUSTICE.

Whereas, Intimidation tactics are being repeatedly used
against American citizens of the Negro race in some of the
states of the United States, among them; (1) shotgun blasts
which resulted in the unsolved murder of Rev. George W.
Lee in Belzoni, Mississippi; (2) the shooting of Gus Courts,
November twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty-five, in
Belzoni, Mississippi, by unidentified assailants; (3) the un-
solved murder of Lamar Smith of Brookhaven, Mississippi,
by shotgun blasts; (4) the attempt to prevent the playing
of a football game between a southern and northern college;
and

Whereas, The person who murdered Emmett Louis Till
of Chicago, Illinois, who was kidnapped from his uncle’s
house at night in Sumner, Mississippi, have not been appre-
hended and brought to justice; and

Whereas, Repeated acts of provocation and economic
pressure are being used against the Negro race in Mississippi,
Georgia, and other southern states; and
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Whereas, The United States is a leader among nations in
its protection of civil rights; and

Whereas, The prestige of the United States abroad is
suffering serious adverse effects because of such unwar-
ranted and atrocious acts; therefore be it

Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts urges
the Congress of the United States to pass the necessary
legislation to prevent and to apprehend persons guilty of
such crimes and bring them to justice; and be it further

Resolved, That the attorney general of the United States
invoke such laws and facilities of the United States to appre-
hend and bring to justice persons responsible for these brutal
acts, and those who have conspired to defeat the adminis-
tration of justice in any state permitting racial discrimina-
tion; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by the
secretary of the commonwealth to the President of the
United States, to the presiding officer of each branch of
Congress, and to the members thereof from this common-
wealth and to the attorney general of the United States.


