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By Mrs. Thresher of Newton, petition of Irene K. Thresher for legisla-

tion relative to the administration of state teachers colleges. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relative to the administration of the state
TEACHERS COLLEGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 15 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 4, as most recently
3 amended by section 1 of chapter 514 of the acts of 1954,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 4- Under the direction of the board of edu-
-6 cation, the commissioner shall be the executive and ad-
-7 ministrative head of the department. He shall have
8 charge of the administration and enforcement of all
9 laws, rules and regulations which it is the duty of the

10 department to administer and enforce. In the depart-
-11 ment there shall be a division of library extension, a
12 division of immigration and Americanization, a divi-
-13 sion of the blind, a division of elementary and secondary
14 education, a division of university extension, a division
15 of research and statistics, a division of vocational edu-
-16 cation, a division of vocational rehabilitation, and a
17 division of special education. Each division, except the
18 division of immigration and Americanization, shall be
19 in charge of a director, and each division shall be under
20 the general supervision of the commissioner. Nothing
21 in this chapter shall be construed as affecting the
22 powers and duties of the trustees of the University of
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Massachusetts as set forth in chapter seventy-five, the
powers of the chancellor of the state teachers colleges as
set forth in chapter seventy-three, or the powers of the
trustees of the Lowell Technological Institute of Massa-
chusetts as set forth in chapter seventy-five A.
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Section 2. The General Laws are hereby amended
by striking out chapter 73 and inserting in place thereof
the following new chapter:

1
2

3

4
State Teachers Colleges and Community Colleges.o

Section 1. The board of education, in this chapter
called the board, shall, through the office of chancellor
of the state teachers colleges, have general management
and control of the state teachers colleges at Boston,
Bridgewater, Fitchburg, Framingham, Lowell, North
Adams, Salem, Westfield and Worcester, and the Massa-
chusetts school of art at Boston, wherever said colleges
may be hereafter located, and of the boarding houses
connected therewith, and may direct the expenditure
of money appropriated for maintenance.
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Section 2. The board, by the affirmative vote of at
least five of its members, shall appoint a chancellor of
the state teachers colleges who shall be a person es-
pecially fitted by training and experience for the duties
of his office, and may, in its discretion, in like manner
remove him. The chancellor of state teachers colleges
shall be paid not less than thirteen thousand dollars nor
more than fifteen thousand dollars annually, as the
board may determine.
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Section 3. The chancellor shall be responsible for
the supervision and direction of the state teachers col-
leges and the Massachusetts school of art, shall submit
to the board an annual report thereon, and shall per-
form such other duties, consistent with his office, as
may be required of him by the board.
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Chapter 73.

Section 4. The presidents of the state teachers col-
leges and the Massachusetts school of art, with their
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33 subordinate officers, shall supervise and direct, and shall
34 be responsible for, the efficient administration of their
35 respective institutions and for carrying out the educa-
-36 tional programs assigned to them by the chancellor.
37 They shall give bonds in such penal sums as the comp-
-38 troller may prescribe, conditioned on the faithful per-
-39 formance of their duties.
40 Section 5. The board, with the advice of the chan-
-41 cellor, shall establish rules, regulations and by-laws for
42 the government of each institution under his super-
-43 vision and direction, and shall see that its affairs are
44 conducted according to law and to such rules, regula-
-45 tions and by-laws.
46 Section 6. The chancellor, with the approval of the
47 board, shall appoint the presidents, necessary professors,
48 instructors and other officers of the several colleges and
49 the Massachusetts school of art and define their duties.
50 With like approval, the chancellor shall appoint a busi-
-51 ness manager and such other assistants as the duties of
52 his office may require. All other employees of the sev-
-53 eral colleges and the Massachusetts school of art shall
54 be appointed by their respective presidents.
55 Section 7. The board, upon the recommendation of
56 the chancellor, shall fix the salaries and define the tenure
57 of office of the presidents, professors, instructors and
58 other officers of the several colleges and the Massachu-
-59 setts school of art.
60 Section 8. The board shall fix the amount of tuition
61 fee to be paid by each student at of the state teach-
-62 ers colleges and the Massachusetts school of art; pro-
-63 vided, however, that said board shall in no case fix the
64 tuition fee for full tuition during the school year at less
65 than one hundred dollars; provided, further, that
66 tuition fees charged to veterans, and fixed by the vet-
-67 erans administration pursuant to law, shall not be in-
-68 eluded within such authority and limitation. Said board
69 shall, furthermore, charge any pupil at any of the afore-
-70 said state teachers colleges maintaining a dormitory
71 and boarding hall a reasonable price for room and board
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at a rate not less than four hundred and twenty dollars
per year.
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Section 9. Upon payment of tuition fees the board
may receive students not residents of the common-
wealth in state teachers colleges.
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Section 10. The board may annually expend, in
semi-annual payments, not more than four thousand
dollars in aiding students in state teachers colleges.
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Section 11. The chancellor, with the advice and con-

sent of the board, shall determine and regulate the
courses of instruction in the state teachers colleges and
the Massachusetts school of art.
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Section 12. The board may provide for agricultural
education in the state teachers college at North Adams.
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Section 13. In all state teachers colleges the consti-
tutions of the United States and of the commonwealth
shall be taught as required subjects for the purpose of
fitting the students, morally and intellectually, for the
duties of citizenship and of school teaching.
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Section 14. The board may grant the degree of
bachelor of education or of bachelor of science in edu-
cation to any person completing a four-year course in a
Massachusetts state teachers college, the degree of mas-
ter of education to graduates of colleges or universities
who have satisfactorily completed a graduate course of
instruction in any such teachers college, and the degree
ofassociate in arts to any person completing the required
courses of instruction in a community college.
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Section 15. The chancellor shall be responsible for
the condition and the proper maintenance of all prop-
erty, real and personal, belonging to the commonwealth
and occupied or used by the state teachers colleges and
the Massachusetts school of art.
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Section 16. The chancellor shall annually prepare
and submit to the board a combined budget for the state
teachers colleges and the Massachusetts school of art
for the ensuing year, together with such explanation of
the needs of the respective institutions as he may deem
appropriate.
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111 Section 17. The chancellor shall, from time to time,
112 confer with the commissioner of the department of ed-
-113 ucation with respect to the needs of the public schools
114 for teachers and the courses of instruction best suited
115 to such needs, and shall exchange with him any infor-
-116 mation in the possession of either of them affecting their
117 respective activities.
118 Section 18. The city of Boston may, and the cities of
119 North Adams, Fitchburg and Lowell shall, acting by
120 their respective school committees, each make written
121 agreements with the board to provide suitable and suffi-
-122 cient school buildings and model and practice schools in
123 connection with the training departments of state
124 teachers colleges therein. The board may, if requested
125 by towns near state teachers colleges, make written
126 agreements with such towns for the maintenance of
127 practice schools therein in connection with such state
128 teachers colleges, and may provide for the payment of
129 part of the compensation of supervising teachers em-
-130 ployed in such practice schools. This section shall not
131 prevent the establishment and maintenance of model,
132 practice or training schools in connection with state
133 teachers colleges, with or without the co-operation of
134 local school authorities. All money payable by towns
135 under such agreements shall be paid to the common-
-136 wealth.
137 Section 19. A teacher in a state teachers college who
138 has served as such in the state teachers colleges for at
139 least seven years after entering such service, or, if a
140 leave of absence has previously been granted to him
141 hereunder, after the termination of the last such leave,
142 may, upon written recommendation of the president of
143 the college wherein he is employed, be granted by the
144 chancellor a leave of absence, for study and research,
145 for a period of one year at half pay or for a period of a
146 half year at full pay for such period; provided, that
147 prior to the granting of such leave said teacher shall en-
-148 ter into a written agreement with the board that upon
149 the termination of such leave he will return to the state
150 teachers college service and serve as a teacher in the
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same or another state teachers college for a period equal
to twice the length of such leave, and that, in default of
completing such service, he will refund to the common-
wealth, unless excused therefrom by the board for rea-
sons satisfactory to it, an amount equal to such pro-
portion of the salary received by him while on leave as
the amount of service not actually rendered as agreed
bears to the whole amount of service agreed to be ren-
dered. For the purposes of this section, service in the
teachers college of the city of Boston shall be deemed to
have been service in a state teachers college.
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Section 20. A teacher in a state teachers college who
has served as such in the state teachers colleges contin-
uously for the three previous years, notwithstanding any
contrary provisions of general or special laws, shall not
be dismissed from such employment except for just
cause, and for reasons specifically given him in writing
by the board. Before any such removal is effected, the
said teacher, upon his request, shall be given a full hear-
ing before the said board, of which hearing he shall have
at least thirty days’ written notice from the said board,
and he shall be allowed to answer charges preferred
against him either personally or by counsel.
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174 Section 21. The board, in its own sole discretion,

may at any time and place establish a community col-
lege, which term shall mean an institution of higher ed-
ucation, or a division thereof, providing a program of
general and vocational education designed to serve the
educational needs of one or more communities within
the general area wherein the same is so established. A
community college may be established as a division of
any existing state teachers college. Such community
colleges may have differing forms of organization and
may provide curricula of varying lengths.
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Section 3. Employees in the division of state teach-
ers colleges of the department of education, on the effec-
tive date of this act, shall be reassigned within the de-
partment of education as the board of education may
direct.
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