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By Mr. Wilkinson of Reading, petition of Charles E. Wilkinson relative
to taking into custody of persons believed to be guilty of larceny of goods
held for sale. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relating to larceny of goods held for sale.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 266 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 30 the following section:
3 Section 30A. A police officer, or a merchant, or a
4 merchant’s employee who has probable cause for be-
-5 lieving that goods held for sale by the merchant have
6 been unlawfully taken by a person, and that he can
7 recover them by taking the person into custody, may,
8 for the purpose of attempting to effect such recovery,
9 take the person into custody and detain him in a reason-

-10 able manner for a reasonable length of time. Such taking
11 into custody and detention shall not render such police
12 officer, merchant or merchant’s employee criminally or
13 civilly liable for false arrest, false imprisonment or un-
it lawful detention. Any police officer may arrest without
15 a warrant any person he has probable cause for believing
16 has committed larceny in retail or wholesale establish-
-17 ments. A merchant or merchant’s employee who causes
18 such arrest, as provided in this section, of a person for
19 larceny of goods held for sale shall not be criminally or
20 civilly liable for false arrest or false imprisonment where
21 the merchant or merchant’s employee has probable cause
22 for believing that the person arrested committed larceny
23 of goods held for sale.
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