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By Mr. Rawson ofNewton, petition ofOtis M. Whitney (Commissioner
of Public Safety) for legislation relative to sale, possession and licensing
of firearms. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act relative to sale, possession and licensing of

FIREARMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 121 of chapter 140 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter
3 359 of the acts of 1934, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the first sentence and inserting in place
5 thereof the following sentence: —ln sections one
6 hundred and twenty-two to one hundred and thirty-
-7 one G, inclusive, firearm or firearms includes a pistol,
8 revolver or other weapon of any description loaded or
9 unloaded, from which a shot or bullet can be discharged

10 and of which the length of the barrel, not including any
11 revolving, detachable or magazine breech, is less than
12 eighteen inches, and a machine gun, irrespective of the
13 length of the barrel.

1 Section 2. Section 122 of said chapter 140, as ap-
-2 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “firearms” in line 2 the
4 words: and/or rifles and shotguns.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 140 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 123, as appearing in
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3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 123. The license shall be expressed to be and
6 shall be subject to the following conditions: First, That
7 the provisions in regard to the nature of the license and
8 the building in which the business may be carried on
9 under it shall be strictly adhered to. Second, That every

10 licensee shall before delivery of a firearm make or cause
11 to be made a true entry in a sales record book to be
12 furnished by the licensing authorities and to be kept for
13 that purpose, specifying the description of the firearm,
14 the make, number, whether single barrel, magazine, re-
-15 volver, type of ignition, whether sold, rented or leased,
16 the date and hour of such delivery, and shall, before de-
-17 livery as aforesaid, require the purchaser, renter or lessee
18 personally to write in said sales record book his full
19 name, sex, residence and occupation. The said book
20 shall be open at all times to the inspection of the licens-
-21 mg authorities and of the police. Third, That the license
22 or a copy thereof, certified by the recording officer of
23 the licensing authorities or by the clerk of the town by
24 which it is issued, shall be displayed on the premises in
25 a position where it can easily be read. Fourth, That
26 no firearms shall be displayed in any outer window of
27 said premises or in any other place where they can
28 readily be seen from the outside. Fifth, That the licensee
29 shall, once a week, send a copy of the record of sales,
30 rentals and leases made by him for the preceding seven
31 days to the licensing authorities and to the commissioner
32 of public safety. Sixth, That every firearm shall be de-
-33 livered securely wrapped and fastened and shall be un-
-34 loaded when delivered. Seventh, No delivery of a fire-
-35 arm shall be made to any person not having a license to
36 carry same issued under section one hundred and thirty-
-37 one of chapter one hundred and forty, except that the
38 dealer may deliver, or cause to be delivered by common
39 carrier, a firearm to the residence or place of business of
40 the purchaser who does not have said license to carry.
41 Eighth, That no firearm shall be sold, rented or leased
42 to a person who has not a permit, then in force, to pur-



HOUSE1956.] No. 2294. 3

43 chase, rent or lease the same issued under section one
44 hundred and thirty-one A, except as provided for in
45 section one hundred and thirty-one E, and that no ma-
-46 chine gun shall be sold, rented or leased to a person who
47 has not a license to possess the same issued under section
48 one hundred and thirty-one. Ninth, That upon a sale,
49 rental or lease of a firearm, the licensee under section
50 one hundred and twenty-two shall take up such permit
51 and shall endorse upon it the time and place of said
52 sale, rental or lease, and shall forthwith transmit the
53 same to the commissioner of public safety, and that upon
54 the sale, rental or lease of a machine gun shall endorse
55 upon the license to possess the same the time and place
56 of said sale, rental or lease, and shall forthwith transmit
57 a notice thereof to said commissioner. In case of a sale
58 under the provisions of section one hundred and thirty-
-59 one E, the licensee shall write in the sales record book
60 the number of the license to carry issued to the pur-
-61 chaser under the provisions of section one hundred and
62 thirty-one. Tenth, That this license shall be subject to
63 forfeiture as provided in section one hundred and twenty-
-64 five for breach of any of its conditions, and that, if the
65 licensee hereunder is convicted of a violation of any such
66 condition, this license shall thereupon become void

1 Section 4. Section 127 of said chapter 140, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by adding at the end the
3 following: , and the commissioner of public safety
4 shall be notified of such change by the licensing authority.

1 Section 5. Section 128 of said chapter 140, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by adding at the end the
3 following sentence; For the purpose of this section
4 and section one hundred and twenty-two, the sale of an
5 individual firearm, rifle or shotgun shall be deemed prima
6 facie evidence that the seller is engaged in the business
7 of selling, renting or leasing of firearms, rifles or shotguns.

1 Section 6. Said chapter 140 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 130, as appearing in
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3 section 1 of chapter 373 of the acts of 1951, and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following section:
5 Section ISO. Whoever sells or furnishes to an unnatu-
-6 ralized foreign born person, or whoever, without the
7 written permission of the parent or guardian of a minor,
8 sells or furnishes to such minor, excepting a minor pos-
-9 sessing and displaying a license then in force to carry a

10 firearm or firearms issued to him under section one hun-
-11 dred and thirty-one, any firearm or other dangerous
12 weapon or ammunition therefor shall, except as provided
13 by section one hundred and twenty-eight, be punished
14 by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than
15 five hundred dollars; but instructors and teachers may
16 furnish rifles and/or shotguns to pupils for instruction
17 and drill. The officers specially charged with the en-
-18 forcement of chapter one hundred and thirty-one shall
19 take cognizance of violations of this section and enforce
20 the provisions thereof, and they shall have all the powers
21 necessary therefor.

1 Section 7. Said chapter 140 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 131, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 454 of the acts of 1953, and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 131. The justice of a court, the board of
6 police or mayor of a city, the selectmen of a town, the
7 chief of police or the board or officer having control of
8 the police in a city or town, or the commissioner of pub-
-9 lie safety, or persons authorized by them, respectively,

10 may, upon the application of any person residing or hav-
-11 ing a place of business within their respective jurisdic-
-12 tions, except an alien, a person who has been convicted
13 of a felony or of the unlawful use or sale of drugs or a
14 minor eighteen years or over whose application is en-
-15 dorsed by a parent or guardian, issue a license to such
16 applicant to carry firearms in the commonwealth or to
17 possess therein a machine gun, if it appears that he is a
18 suitable person to be so licensed and that he has good
19 reason to fear an injury to his person or property or for
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20 any other proper purpose, and the carrying of a pistol
21 or revolver for use for target practice onlyr shall be held
22 to be a proper purpose aforesaid. Such license shall be
23 issued for a term not to exceed two years, but may be
24 for a less period, and all such licenses shall be revocable
25 at the will of the person or body issuing the same, who
26 shall forthwith send written notice of such revocation to
27 the commissioner of public safety'. Said licenses shall be
28 issued on forms furnished byr said commissioner. Said
29 form shall contain blank spaces to be filled in with the
30 following information relating to the license and to the
31 licensee: Name, residence or place of business, com-
-32 mencement and expiration date of license, reason for
33 issuing said license, license number, date of issuance of
34 said license, place of birth, height, weight, complexion,
35 color of hair, color of eyes, photograph with a single
36 fingerprint, date of naturalization if formerly an alien,
37 and signature, of said licensee; and no further informa-
-38 tion from, or act of, the said licensee shall be required.
39 A copy' of every' license so issued shall within one week
40 after the granting thereof be sent to the said commis-
-41 sioner. The fee for each license issued under this section
42 shall be four dollars; however, temporary licenses issued
43 for a period of thirty days or less shall be fifty cents.
44 Fifty per cent of all fees collected under the provisions
45 of this section shall be forwarded to the commissioner of
46 public safety, who shall use said monies for the purpose
47 of defraying expenses of the department incurred in the
48 maintaining of records and employing of personnel en-
-49 gaged in the carrying out of the provisions of sections
50 one hundred and twenty-two to one hundred and thirty-
-51 one A, inclusive, and section ten B of chapter two hun-
-52 dred and sixtyr-nine. Whoever issues a license in viola-
-53 tion of this section shall be punished by imprisonment
54 for not less than six months nor more than two years in
55 a jail or house of correction. Notwithstanding the pro-
-56 visions of this section, no license shall be required for
57 the possession or carrying of a pistol known as a detona-
-58 tor and commonly used on motor vehicles as a signalling
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59 and marking device when carried or possessed for such
60 signalling and marking purposes.

1 Section 8. Section 131 A of said chapter 140, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “minor” in line 3 the words:
4 seventeen years of age or younger, and by striking
5 out, in line 4, the words “pistol or revolver” and insert-
-6 ing in place thereof the word: firearms.

1 Section 9. Section 1318 of said chapter 140, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 2,
3 the words “pistol, revolver” and inserting in place
4 thereof the words: firearm or firearms.

1 Section 10. Section 131 C of said chapter 140, in-
-2 serted by chapter 246 of the acts of 1934, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in line 2, the words “pistol or
4 revolver” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 firearms.

1 Section 11. Said chapter 140 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the heading “smoke nui-
-3 sance” preceding section 131D.

1 Section 12. Said chapter 140 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 131D, repealed by
3 section 7 of chapter 672 of the acts of 1952, the follow-
-4 ing sections:
5 Section 131E. Any resident of the commonwealth not
6 excepted by section one hundred and thirty-one may
7 purchase firearms from any licensed dealer upon presen-
-8 tation of a valid license to carry firearms issued to him
9 under said section one hundred and thirty-one. Any

10 person who uses said license for the purpose of purchas-
-11 ing any firearm or firearms for the use of another or for
12 the purpose of resale or giving to an unlicensed person
13 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished
14 by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than five
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15 hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less than six
16 months nor more than two years in a jail or house of
17 correction, or by both such fine or imprisonment.
18 Section 131F. A temporary license to carry firearms
19 within the commonwealth may be issued by the com-

-20 missioner of public safety, or persons authorized by him,
21 to any non-resident applicant except an alien, a person
22 who has been convicted of a felony or of the unlawful
23 use or sale of drugs, for a period not to exceed one
24 month. Said commissioner may renew said license from
25 month to month if in his discretion said renewal is neces-
-26 sary. Temporary licenses issued under the provisions
27 of this section shall be marked “Temporary License to
28 Carry Firearms” and shall not be used to purchase fire-
-29 arms in the commonwealth.
30 Section 131G. Any applicant for a license to carry
31 firearms under the provisions of section one hundred and
32 thirty-one, whose application is refused by any one of
33 the licensing authorities described in said section shall
34 have the right to appeal by petition to the district court
35 in. the judicial district wherein such applicant was re-
-36 fused a license to carry. The applicant’s petition shall
37 state the facts of the case, and said applicant shall have
38 the right to produce witnesses who can testify to his
39 character and need for said license. The justice of the
40 district court, if satisfied with the qualifications and
41 need of the applicant, may issue such license under the
42 provisions of said section one hundred and thirty-one.




