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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR-
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT TO
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7,
WITH RESPECT TO PETITION OF GEORGE
ALPERT AND CHARLES GIBBONS FOR LEGIS-
LATION TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF
TRUSTEES OF BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY.

December 22, 195

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by the
Clerk of the House on December 13, 1955, with the request
for a memorandum.

Brandeis University was originally organized as Trustees
of Middlesex University by a special act in 1937 (chapter
326, Acts of 1937). On March 10, 1947, it assumed its
present title (see certificate of change of name filed in the
office of the Secretary of State March 13, 1947). For an-
other act affecting the corporation, see chapter 123 of the
Acts of 1951.

The proposed legislation seeks in section 1 thereof to in-
crease the maximum number of trustees of the corporation
from the present allowable number of twenty-one to twenty-
nine. Section 2of the proposed act is designed to permit the
said corporation to increase above twenty-nine or decrease
below twenty-nine the number of its trustees in accordance
with the provisions of existing law (section 7 of chapter 180
of the General Laws). Since there appears to be no direct
authority granted in the original act of incorporation to
increase the number of trustees, and that also there appears
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to be no ostensible authority granted under the General
Laws to make such a change, one must come to the neces-
sary conclusion that the only avenue open to effect the said
change is by special legislation.

No fee is required to be paid by a corporation of this type.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN DANE, Jr.,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mr. Gibbons of Stoneham, petition of George Alpert and Charles
Gibbons for legislation to increase the number of trustees of Brandeis
University. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fiftv-Six

An Act increasing the number of trustees of brandeis

UNIVERSITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 326 of the acts of 1937
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 13, the word
3 “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the word:
4 twenty-nine, so that the last sentence will read as
5 follows: Said trustees shall be self-perpetuating and
6 shall have power as shall be required, to elect a president,
7 vice-president, secretary and treasurer, and such other
8 officers as may be necessary, and to declare the duties
9 and tenures of their respective offices; provided, never-

-10 theless, that the number of the members shall not be
11 greater than twenty-nine.

1 Section 2. Brandeis University may prescribe by its
2 by-laws for an increase above twenty-nine or decrease
3 below twenty-nine in its board of trustees, pursuant to
4 the provisions of section seven of chapter one hundred
5 and eighty of the General Laws.
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