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Executive Department,

State House, Boston, January25, 1956.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

There is now pending before the Congress of the United
States a bill which would authorize the expenditure of cer-
tain monies by the Army Engineers in connection with flood
relief projects. One of these projects is the construction of
the Diversion Channel to the south of the City of Worcester
which, had it been constructed many years ago, would have
prevented the serious economic losses which that city suf-
fered during the recent floods. This project has had ap-
proval from the Army Engineers but I am advised that it
will not be included in the pending bill in Congress unless
assurances have been given in advance that the necessary
landtakings, easements, etc. are provided for by the local
authorities. The channel which it is proposed to build
would pass in part through the towns of Auburn and Mill-
bury and the City of Worcester cannot acquire the proper-
ties without state help. The city is, however, willing to
carry the expenses necessary and has so signified through
the proper votes of the city authorities. The landtakings
and necessary relocation of utilities, etc. must be authorized
in the first instance by the state even though the cost is to
be borne by the City of Worcester. The City of Worcester
has likewise agreed to defray the cost of maintenance while
the Army Engineers would defray the cost of construction,
necessary pumping equipment, etc.

I am attaching hereto a draft of legislation which, if
speedily enacted by you, would permit of this important
project being included in the now pending legislation in the
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Congress. I have been advised that there is real urgencyto the passage of this legislation since its delay might post-
pone the appropriation of federal funds for at least a year.
In view of the above, I recommend that your honorablebodies give this proposed legislation immediate consideration.

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six

An Act providing for co-operation with the federal
GOVERNMENT IN ITS FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT IN THE

MIDDLE AND BLACKSTONE RIVERS, KNOWN AS THE WORCES-
TER DIVERSION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide for flood
3 control works for the protection of the lives and safety
4 of the citizens of the Commonwealth and of public and
5 private property, therefore it is hereby declared to be
6 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
-7 tion of the public health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as folloivs:

1 Section 1. The federal flood control project for the
2 protection of property against flood in the Middle and
3 Blackotone rivers, known as the Worcester Diversion, as
4 authorized by the congress by the Flood Control Act,
5 approved 22 December 1944 (Public Law 534, 78th
6 Congress) as amended by Flood Control Act of 1946
7 approved July 24, 1946 (60 Stat. 641), and substantially
8 in accordance with recommendations in House Docu-
-9 merit No. 624, 78th Congress, 2d Session, is hereby ac-

-10 cepted and assurances are hereby given to the United
11 States of America that the conditions imposed on the
12 city of Worcester and the commonwealth by law will be
13 met.
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1 Section 2. The state department of public works,
2 hereinafter called the department, is hereby authorized
3 and directed to execute and convey to the United States
4 of America, the assurances of the commonwealth, in
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5 form satisfactory to the secretary of the army, herein-
-6 after called the secretary, that the department will per-
-7 form all acts required to be performed by local interests
B'in connection with the construction of the works by the
9 United States, and that the city of Worcester will main-

-10 tain and operate, in accordance with the regulations pre-
-10 scribed by said secretary, such flood control works when
12 completed as are within the towns of Auburn and Mill-
-13 bury and within the city of Worcester.

1 Section 3. For the purposes of this project, said de-
-2 partment is hereby authorized to take under the provi-
-3 sions of chapter seventy-nine of the General Law's such
4 lands or rights therein within or without the municipal
5 limits of said city as may from time to time be required
6 by the secretary (1) to relocate and reconstruct highways,
7 roads and streets, including bridges and approaches and
S other structures, and including water pipes, petroleum
9 pipes, gas pipes, sewers and power lines, railroad tracks

10 and bridges and other structures, tailraces, raceway
11 conduits and extensions and connection incidental
12 thereto, and for the construction or reconstruction of
13 dams and pumping stations, both publicly and privately
14 owned; (2) to do all other work required by the secre-
-15 tary under said statutes; and (3) to enter on private
16 lands for said purposes.

1 Section 4. For the purpose of carrying out the work
2 herein authorized, said department may enter into con-
-3 tracts therefor, and the department may make agree-
-4 ments with said secretary or his agents, or with the city
5 of Worcester, or with railroads and public service cor-
-6 porations or owners of dams to carry out and perform
7 any of the work herein authorized.

1 Section 5. After completion thereof the city of
2 Worcester shall maintain and is hereby authorized to
3 maintain and operate all the flood control works within
4 or without the municipal limits of said city.
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1 Section 6. Said city of Worcester shall, subject to
2 the approval of the division of waterways in the state
3 department of public works, prescribe regulations de-
-4 signed to prevent encroachments on the improved chan-
-5 nels, and shall enforce the same, and will take such
6 means as may be necessary to prevent any encroach-
-7 ments upon the flood channel and conduit capacities to
8 be provided by the proposed improvements.

1 Section 7. The commissioner of public works may
2 employ temporarily such engineering, clerical and other
3 assistance as he deems necessary for the purpose of
4 carrying out the work authorized by this act. Such per-
-5 sons shall not be subject to the provisions of chapter
6 thirty-one of the General Laws or of section nine A of
7 chapter thirty.

1 Section 8. The commonwealth shall assess upon the
2 city of Worcester the total costs incurred under sections
3 three and seven of this act, and all monies received from
4 such assessments shall be used for the payment of the
5 principal and interest on the bonds authorized by section
6 nine of this act.

1 Section 9. To meet the expenditures necessary in
2 carrying out the provisions of sections three and seven
3 of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon request of the
4 governor and council, issue and sell at public or private
5 sale bonds of the commonwealth, registered or with in-
-6 terest coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an
7 amount to be specified by the governor and council from
8 time to time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the
9 sum of five hundred and fifty thousand dollars. All

10 bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall
11 be designated on their face, Worcester Diversion Loan
12 Act of 1956, and shall be on the serial payment plan
13 for such maximum term of years, not exceeding twenty
14 years, as the governor may recommend to the general
15 court pursuant to section 3 of Article LXII of the
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16 Amendments to the Constitution of the commonwealth,
17 the maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts
18 payable in the several years other than the final year
19 shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state
20 treasurer it is practicable to make them. Said bonds
21 shall bear interest semi-annually at such rate as the
22 state treasurer, with the approval of the governor, shall
23 fix, but such bonds shall be payable not later than June
24 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-six.






