
HOUSE 2599

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE RE-
CLAIMING OF CERTAIN LAND AND DREDG-
ING AND IMPROVING THE IPSWICH RIVER
AND RELATIVE TO THE DRAINAGE OF CER-
TAIN SWAMP LANDS IN THE TOWN OF
TEWKSBURY.

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, December 6, 1955

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 102, Re-
solves of 1955, the Department of Public Works submits its
report on its investigation and study of the subject-matter
of current House Document No. 824, relative to dredging
the Ipswich River, and of current House Document No.
2061, relative to the drainage of certain swamp lands in the
town of Tewksbury.

Chapter 102 of the Resolves of 1955 reads as follows

Cljc Commontoealtf) of 80assacI)U0etts

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of
current house document numbered 824, authorizing and directing the de-
partment of public works to dredge and otherwise improve the Ipswich
River channel, and of current house document numbered 2061, author-
izing and directing the department of public works to reclaim certain
swamp lands in the town of Tewksbury. Said department shall report
to the general court the results of its investigation and study, together
with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations into
effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives
from time to time but not later than the first Wednesday of December in
the current year.
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Ipswich River.
Current House Document No. 824 proposes to authorize

channel and bridge improvements on the Ipswich River in
the towns of North Reading, Reading and Wilmington for
the purpose of draining certain extensive swamp land in
the town of Wilmington. Other swamp lands along the
river in North Reading and Reading would receive drainage
benefits incidental to the proposed channel work. All of
this work was outlined in House Document No. 2391 for
the year 1955, a special report of the Department of Public
Works relative to the drainage of swamp lands in the town
of Wilmington and for such other improvements in the
Ipswich River as may be necessary therefor.

Subsequent to the filing of the above referred to report,
the town of Reading raised a question as to the effects of
such drainage upon the yield of their water supply wells
located in swamp lands adjacent to the Ipswich River.

The Department of Public Works has a co-operative
agreement with the United States Geological Survey to
make geological studies and ground water studies. In view
of the complex problem to be solved we requested the
U. S. Geological Survey to make a study of the ground
water problem in the general area and to study the geology
of the general area. This work is now in progress and the
reports on both subjects are due in July, 1957. In order to
determine the depths of unconsolidated material, which
bears the ground water, it was decided to make seismic ob-
servations as it would be the most economical method. A
contract has been awarded to make these seismic studies
which will be completed in June, 1956.

As the subject of drainage of the swamp lands of Wilming-
ton has been fully investigated and reports filed thereon in
House Document No. 2206 for the year 1953, and House
Document No. 2391 for the year 1955, the Department of
Public Works feels that no further study than above out-
lined would serve any useful purpose.

In the last report, it was pointed out that the necessary
improvements could be done either under the provisions of
chapter 91 of the General Laws or of chapter 252 of the
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General Laws. There was some uncertainty that bridges
and culverts could be built under chapter 91 of the General
Laws. Chapter 448, Acts of 1955, amends chapter 91 to
permit any necessary work in relation to stream improve-
ments.

From experience during the past year, the Department of
Public Works has found that chapter 91 work that extends
from one town into another presents problems that are
difficult to solve, particularly in a case similar to the Ipswich
River where the largest share of the expense is located in the
towns that receive the least benefit. Special legislation is
therefore appended to this report.

Tewksbury Drainage.

Current House Document No. 2061 proposes to authorize
the Department of Public Works to reclaim approximately
3.15 square miles of swamp land in the town of Tewksbury.

The drainage of the swamp land in Tewksbury was the
subject of a report by a joint board consisting of the Depart-
ment of Public Works and the State Reclamation Board,
and is contained in House Document No. 2450 of the year
1955. There is nothing to be gained by further study of the
matter, and we believe that this work should be done either
under the provisions of chapter 252 of the General Laws or
under the provisions of chapter 91 of the General Laws.
As all of the work proposed in House Document No. 2061
lies within the town of Tewksbury, it is not necessary to file
any special legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

Patrick F. Cox,
Acting Commissioner.

Fred B. Dole,
Lewis J. Fritz,
Associate Commissioners.

Approval recommended.
R. G. Bessbtti

Director, Division of Waterways.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six

An Act providing for certain improvements to the

IPSWICH RIVER IN THE TOWNS OF READING, NORTH READ-

ING AND WILMINGTON AND FOR APPORTIONING THE COST
THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
ns follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public works is hereby
2 authorized and directed to undertake the improvements
3 to the Ipswich river in the towns of Reading, North
4 Reading and Wilmington as outlined in house document
5 numbered 2391 for the year nineteen hundred and fifty-
-6 five. One half of the cost of said improvements shall be
7 borne by the said towns. Each town’s share of the cost
8 of the entire work shall be in proportion to the area of
9 swamp land drained in the respective towns notwith-

-10 standing any provisions of the General Laws to the con-
-11 trary.

1 Section 2. The selectmen of the towns of Reading,
2 North Reading and Wilmington shall constitute a com-
-3 mittee to determine the proportion of land drained in
4 the respective towns.

1 Section 3. Other than provided in the preceding
2 sections of this act the work shall be done under the pro-
-3 visions of chapter ninety-one of the General Laws, as
4 amended.
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