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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DIS-
TRICT COMMISSION, THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC HEALTH, AUTHORIZED TO FURTHER
INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE SANITARY
CONDITION OF SPY POND IN ARLINGTON.

Metropolitan District Commissio:
20 Somerset Street, Boston 8, December 30, 1955

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

Chapter 47 of the Resolves of the 1954 legislative session
provides for a further investigation and study of the sani-
tary condition of Spy Pond in the town of Arlington, as
follows:

CJ)e Commonluealtlj of epasgac&usetts

Resolved, That the joint board, consisting of the metropolitan district
commission, the department of public works and the department of
public health, established by chapter twenty-four of the resolves of nine-
teen hundred and fifty-three, is hereby revived and continued, and is
hereby authorized and directed to further study the conditions at Spy
pond in the town of Arlington, reported in current house document
numbered 2361. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law to the
contrary, the said board, for the purposes of this resolve, may expend the
unexpended balance of the funds appropriated by item 8602-80 of section
two of chapter four hundred and twenty of the acts of nineteen hundred
and fifty-two, and may, in addition to said balance, expend such sums as
may hereafter be appropriated therefor. The said joint board shall report
to the general court the results of its further investigation and study,
and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation neces-
sary to carry said recommendations into effect by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives on or before December thirty-first,
nineteen hundred and fifty-five.
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Investigations relative to the sanitary condition
Pond have been made on several earlier occasior
ning in 1950. Chapter 66 of the Resolves of that year

listrict Commission to study
The District Commission, iniition of bp.

1951 legisia-reporting its conclusic

tive session, recommended that the sum of $5,000 be pro-
vided for a thorough study of the condition of the pond un-tnorc

iirection of the Division of Sanitary E.
if the Department of Public Health. The funds were pro- ’

vided under Resolves, chapters 37 and 86 of 1951, and an
exhaustive and comprehensive investigation of the pond
was made during the summer months of 1952. A sanitary
iurvey, biological examinations, bacterial and chemical sam-

plings, dissolved oxygen determinations and temperature
studies were conducted, the data therefrom tabulated and
evaluated, all of which, with conclusions and recommenda-
tions, were incorporated in the District Commission’s report
to the 1953 session and printed as House Document No.
2208 of that year.

Under chapter 24 of the Resolves of 1953 a joint board
consisting of the Metropolitan District Commission, the De-
partment of Public Works and the Department of Public
Health, was directed to further study the conditions at Spy
Pond, ‘ ‘ with particular reference to the maintenance of the
surface of the pond between 9.8 feet and 10 feet, Boston
City Base, and its relation in preventing the submerged
weeds in certain portions of this pond from creating a
nuisance.” This investigation was conducted and duly re-
ported by the joint board to the 1954 session of the Legisla-
ture and printed as House Document No. 2261 of that year.

Chapter 47 of the Resolves of 1954 directed that the joint
board under chapter 24 of the Resolves of 1953 be revived
and continued, and authorized and directed to further study

the condition at Spy Pond, but with no specific instructions
as to what further conditions, not reported on in earlier
investigations, should be studied. Some examinations of
the pond were made by an assistant sanitary engineer of
the Department of Public Health during the summer of
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1955. He reported that the pond in late August appeared
to be in excellent condition, but that the mid-August heavy
rainfall undoubtedly had eliminated earlier causes of com-
plaint over the odors from exposed mud flats which were
then covered by fragmented weeds and algae. This Infor-
mation is relatively the same as that incorporated in the
earlier reports to the 1953 and 1954 sessions as regards this
particular condition, and needs no repetition at this time.

Your joint board is somewhat at a loss as to what it can
say beyond the information already exhaustively set forth
in the earlier reports, except to again reiterate the recom-
mendation in its 1954 report that further consideration of
the Spy Pond problem await the report on a study now be-
ing conducted by another joint board relative to the elim-
ination or control of submerged weed growths in certain
gregt ponds and tidal estuaries of the Commonwealth under
earlier enactments most recently supplemented by chapter
28 of the Resolves of 1955. The report on this study is to
be submitted in December of 1957.

Respectfully submitted for the Joint Board,

CHARLES W. GREENOUGH,
Commissioner, Metropolitan District Commission.
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