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Executive Department
House, Boston, March

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am sending you this message to request your early action
on three matters relating to making available sums of money
with respect to urgently needed requirements of the Com-
monwealth.

1. The Industrial Accident Board has advised me that in
order to avoid interruption of payments to state employees
who have been injured or are entitled to impartial examina-
tion, it will be necessary for the Board to have made avail-
able to it an additional amount of $286,400. I recommend
that you transfer this sum to the Industrial Accident Board
account from unallotted balances which will not be required
in this fiscal year in the appropriation for the Cushing
Hospital.

2. The Commissioner of Public Safety advises me that the
Commonwealth Armory requires two exits in addition to
those which it now possesses if it is to be made safe from
normal fire hazards. In view of the fact that many public
exhibitions are held in the Armory, including the Motorama
display which is to be held shortly, I feel it desirable that
these additional exits should be installed immediately. The
cost is estimated at $5,000 for the two exits and I recommend
that you make this sum available in advance of the regular
appropriation bill.

3. In recent weeks the Milk Control Board has been
faced with a very serious situation with respect to enforcing
the law as it applies to the wholesale and retail sale of milk
below cost. In order to ascertain accurately what a proper
cost figure may be for a number of the principal companies
which have been engaged in alleged price cutting, it will be
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necessary to get expert accountant figures which the Board
itself has neither the facilities nor the money to supply. It
is my opinion that so long as the milk control law remains
upon the books it is the responsibility of the Commonwealth
to enforce it as efficiently as possible but to do so would re-
quire sufficient funds to enable the Board to have an expert
accounting made immediately.

I, therefore, recommend to you that you make available
to the Board the sum of $15,000 which is a detailed estimate
of the cost of such an accounting. At the present time the
contributions being made by the producers to the Board are
in excess of the needs of that Board for the full fiscal year
and I recommend that you make this figure available from
the receipts of the Board itself.

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


