
Executive Dbpahtj;
State House, Boston, July 30, 1956.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives

In the last two weeks I have signed two bills which have
increased the number of employees who, if afflicted with a
heart disease, would have been presumed to have incurred
that disease because of the nature of their employment in
the Commonwealth or its political sub-divisions. I have
signed these bills because I felt that it was inequitable to
have this presumption exist for one group of state employees
and not others who might be engaged in equally strenuous
employment. However, I feel there is serious doubt as to
whether or not these laws should apply to any of our em-
ployees. Certainly, heart disease frequently appears in
sedentary occupations and it is impossible that it would be
more equitable to make this law apply to all employees, re-
gardless of their occupation. I think many people through-
out the Commonwealth share my doubts on this score.

Chapter 551, Acts of 1950 provided for fire fighters in the
Commonwealth and the number of persons affected was
approximately eighty-five hundred. Subsequent amend-
ments have increased that number until now, approximately
19,265 persons are included under the original provisions of
the “Heart Bill” so called.

It is impossible at the moment to compute what effect
the “Heart Bill” has had in cities and towns because of
the research problem involving their pension records, but
the experience of the Commonwealth discloses that since
the effective date of the original “Heart Bill,” slightly more
than 43% of disability pensions granted to state employees
who come under this Bill have been granted on the basis of
the “Heart Bill”.
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I, therefore, recommend to you that you set up a recess
commission as provided for in the attached draft of legisla-
tion to give thorough study to this problem on the basis of
the best medical advice obtainable from heart specialists.

To indicate how year by year the so-called “Heart Bills”
have increased with respect to employees covered, I am list-
ing for your information the succeeding measures which
have been passed by you during the past years.
Chapter 551, Acts of 1950
Chapter 594, Acts of 1951
Chapter 493, Acts of 1952
Chapter 511, Acts of 1956
Senate Bill 722 signed by me today.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study

BY A SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CHAPTER FIVE
HUNDRED AND FIFTY-ONE OF THE ACTS OF NINETEEN
HUNDRED AND FIFTY, AS AMENDED.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to
2 consist of three members of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof, five members of the house of
4 representatives to be designated by the speaker thereof,
5 the commissioner of public health, and three physicians
6 or surgeons who are specialists in diseases of the heart
7 to be appointed by the governor, is hereby established
8 for the purpose of making an investigation and study
9 relative to the provisions of chapter five hundred and

10 fifty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty,
11 as amended. Such investigation and study shall in-
-12 elude the need and desirability of the present coverage
13 provided by the so-called “Heart Bill”, as amended, and
14 the need and desirability, if any, of extending such
15 coverage to some or all other employees of the common-
-16 wealth and the political subdivisions thereof. The com-
-17 mission shall also investigate and study the nature and
18 value of physical tests and examinations submitted to
19 by employees now covered by the provisions of said
20 chapter five hundred and fifty-one of the acts of nine-
-21 teen hundred and fifty, as amended. Said commission
22 shall be provided with adequate quarters in the state
23 house or elsewhere, may hold public hearings, may
24 travel within and without the commonwealth, and may
25 expend for professional, clerical and other services and
26 expenses such sums as may be appropriated therefor.
27 Said commission shall report to the general court the
28 results of its investigation and study, and its recom-
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29 mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
30 necessary to carry such recommendations into effect by
31 filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
-32 sentatives not later than the first Wednesday of Decem-
-33 ber in the current year.


