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Executive Department
House, Boston, August 9, 1956.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my approval House Bill
No. 2687, An Act suspending the Application of Certain
provisions of Law regulating the Feeding of Swine. This
would have the effect of suspending until April 1, 1957
the provisions of existing law requiring the cooking of gar-
bage before it is fed to swine.

This law was originally enacted in 1953 as a means of
combatting a serious epidemic of vesicular exanthema among
swine. Similar laws have been adopted by forty-six states
New Jersey and Connecticut being the only ones which have
not yet done so. However, it is significant that even in New
Jersey three-quarters of the swine fed garbage are now being
fed cooked garbage and, according to the report of the
United States Department of Agriculture on the National
Status on Control of Garbage Feeding as of June 30, 1956,
90.4% of all swine fed with garbage are fed with cooked
garbage.

I am informed that the cooking of garbage is also impor-
tant in preventing the spread of other diseases of swine
such as foot and mouth disease and hog cholera. The great
weight of expert opinion is to the effect that the cooking of
garbage is one of the most effective and economical ways
of preventing the spread of swine diseases and the feeding
of raw garbage plays an indisputable role in the spread of
those diseases. Further, there is still some indication that
feeding of cooked garbage to swine may help prevent trichi-
nosis in humans.
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Accordingly I cannot approve the bill which I feel w'ould
have an adverse effect on the economy of the swine industry
and might seriously affect the health of the citizens of the
Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


