
HOUSE 3276

Executive Department
State House, Boston, August 9, 1956.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I return herewith without my approval House Bill No.
333 entitled An Act relative to Medical Care for Recipients
of Old Age Assistance. This bill adds to existing law a pro-
vision that the cost of adequate medical care for individuals
receiving old age assistance shall not be paid in whole or
in part from the budget of the recipient.

This bill appears to require that all medical payments for
the benefit of a recipient of old age assistance would have
to be paid directly to the supplier of medical services. As you
no doubt know, recent amendments to the Social Security
Act permit such payments to suppliers only with respect to
the six dollars additional increase in these payments pro-
vided under the new Federal law. The balance of such
medical payments have to be made to the recipient who
presumably would apply the payments to his obligations for
these services. If the bill which you have enacted is signed
into law the Commonwealth might well be barred from re-
ceiving Federal matching funds in an amount which I am
informed would be in excess of twelve million dollars.
Clearly wr e cannot afford to run the risk of this very large
reduction in Federal contributions to our old age assistance
program.

The Department of Public Welfare informs me that there
is presently no hardship or discomfort to any recipient of
old age assistance under the present policies of the Depart-
ment with respect to payment for medical services and I
should like to point out that with the increase of $2.50 per
month for travel purposes effective January 1, 1956 and
with the 5.08% increase in the budget standard resulting
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from the cost of living raise in assistance payments which
became effective July 1, 1956, the average of the Common-
wealth’s old age payments will be more than $86.00 per
month. This places the Commonwealth in the number one
or number two position in the United States in the size of
benefits under the old age program.

For these reasons I do not feel that the amendment to
the old age assistance law contemplated by House Bill No.
333 is justified.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER
Governor of the Commonwealth


