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Executive Department

State House, Boston, August 10, 1956.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I return herewith without my approval House Bill No.
2266 entitled An Act relative to the Allocation of Any
Increase in Grants to the Commonwealth for Old Age
Assistance.

This bill adds to Section 7 of Chapter 118 A of the General
Laws a requirement that any increase hereafter granted to
the Commonwealth by the Federal Government for old age
assistance shall be allocated solel3r for the benefit of recipi-
ents of such aid and no part of such grant shall be applied
to administrative expenses.

This bill appears to reflect in part a misunderstanding of
present law as to the use of Federal grants for old age
assistance. Contrary to the impression of some, any money
received by the Commonwealth from the Federal Govern-
ment as a grant for old age assistance has to be paid to the
several cities and towns and is used solely for assistance to
recipients. Funds received from the Federal Government
for administrative expenses are provided under a separate
matching formula. To the extent that this bill is the result
of such a misunderstanding it is unnecessary because exist-
ing legislation produces the desired objective.

The bill may also be intended as a means of increasing
cash grants irrespective of need by an amount equal to the
per case increase in new Federal grants. Aside from the
mathematical difficulty in achieving this exact result the
proposal is contrary to the long standing policy of the
Commonwealth of granting old age assistance based upon
a generous interpretation of need. As I pointed out to you
in a recent Message, recent increases in payments to old
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age assistance recipients will bring the average of such pay-
ments to more than $86.00 a month, placing the Common-
wealth in the number one or number two position in the
United States in size of benefits under the old age program.
It is estimated that the State initiated increases will amount
to at least $6.50 per recipient, which is almost twice as much
per case per month as the anticipated new Federal grants
effective October 1, 1956.

For these reasons I do not consider this legislation either
necessary or desirable.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER
Governor of the Commonwealth


