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Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, December 28, 1955

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUB-
LIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE DRAINING
AND FILLING MYSTIC POND IN THE TOWN
OF METHUEN.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 105, Re-
solves of 1955, the Department of Public Works submits
its report on its investigation and study of the subject
matter of current House Document No. 2939 relative to
the draining and filling of Mystic Pond in the town of
Methuen.

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter
of current house document numbered 2939 relative to draining and filling
Mystic Pond in the town of Methuen. For said purposes, said depart-
ment may expend such sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said
department shall report to the general court the results of its investiga-
tion and study, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its
recommendations, if any, into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of
the senate on or before the last Wednesday of December in the current
year.

Section 1. The department of public works is hereby authorized, in
connection with the construction of Route 28, to drain Mystic pond, so
called, in the town of Methuen, and to fill said drained area to an elevation
corresponding to the surrounding ground.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Chapter 105, Resolves of 1955 reads as follows

House Document No. 2939 of the current 3rear reads in
part as follows:
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Mystic Pond is a Great Pond of the Commonwealth,
having an area of 26.14 acres as determined by a survey
made under the direction of the Department. The general
depth is between 7 and 8 feet over the greater part of the
pond. Approximately one half of the shore line of the pond
is swamp land, some of which has been used by the town of
Methuen as a dump. The pond outlets through a small
brook and a swamp to the Spicket Paver located about
1,500 feet distant from the pond.

The elevation of the water surface of the Spicket River
at this location is controlled by a dam located 150 feet
downstream from Lowell Street in Methuen. The crest of
this dam is at elevation 101.3 above mean sea level, and
normally dashboards placed on the spillway increase the
water level to elevation 104.0. The normal level of the
surface of Mystic Pond is at elevation 105.7, and the eleva-
tion of the bottom is at approximately 97.

In order to effectively drain Mystic Pond, the crest of
the Lowell Street dam would have to be lowered approxi-
mately 5 feet and the flashboards permanently removed.
This dam is now being used for the development of water
power and for the pondage of process water. No estimate
of the cost of the purchase of the water rights and conse-
quent damages has been made because it is largely a matter
for negotiation. The Department of Public Works does not
believe that this dam should be altered, and therefore does
not recommend draining of Mystic Pond.

The Department of Public Works proposes to fill in ap-
proximately one half of Mystic Pond in connection with the
proposed new Route 28. The cost of filling the remainder
of the pond to a level slightly above the surrounding swamp
is estimated to be $250,000. Open ditch drains through
the fill would have to be maintained to provide the natural
drainage from the adjacent upland. As it is known that
there is a soft mud bottom in the pond it would be difficult
if not impossible to properly maintain these drains. It is
pointed out that the area filled would not have any economic
value because of the necessarily high water table and the
soft mud that would underlie the fill.
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As there does not appear to be any useful purpose for the
area after the pond has been filled, the Department of
Public Works does not recommend filling any more of the
pond than required for highway purposes.

In summary it is the opinion of the Department of Pub-
lic Works that whatever remains of the pond after the high-
way construction has been completed should be left in its
natural state.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

John A. Volpi

Commissioner.
Fred B. Dole,
Lewis J. Fritz,

Associate Commissioners.

Approval recommended.

Rodolphe G. Bessette,
Director, Division of Waterways.
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