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Senate, April 5, 1956.

The committee on Mercantile Affaire, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 286)
of Mary L. Fonseca and another for legislation to define the
word “Way” as used in the subdivision control law; and
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1142) of the
Home Builders Association of Greater Boston for legislation
to amend the definition of “subdivision” in the subdivision
control law, report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 603).

For the committee,

HASTINGS KEITH.

Cfie Commontoealtfc of Q^aosacfousetts



No. 603. [Apr.SENATE

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

An Act to amend the definition of “subdivision” in
THE SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to change the defini-
-3 tion of “subdivision” in the subdivision control law,
4 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law
5 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
6 convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 81L of chapter 41 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the paragraph defining
3 “subdivision”, as inserted by section 7 of chapter 674
4 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following paragraph;
6 “Subdivision” shall mean the division of a tract of
7 land into two or more lots and shall include resubdivi-
-8 sion, and, when appropriate to the context, shall relate
9 to the process of subdivision or the land or territory

10 subdivided; provided, however, that the division of a
11 tract of land into two or more lots shall not be deemed
12 to constitute a subdivision within the meaning of the
13 subdivision control law if, at the time when it is made,
14 every lot within the tract so divided has frontage on
15 (a) a public way, or (6) a way shown on a plan thereto-
-16 fore approved in accordance ■with the subdivision con-
-17 trol law, or (c) a way in existence when the subdivision
18 control law became effective in the city or town in which
19 the land lies, having, in the opinion of the planning
20 board, sufficient width, suitable grades and adequate
21 construction to provide for the needs of vehicular traffic
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22 in relation to the proposed use of the land abutting
23 thereon or served thereby, and for the installation of
24 municipal services to serve such land and the buildings
25 erected or to be erected thereon. Such frontage shall
26 be of at least such distance as is then required by zoning
27 or other ordinance or by-law, if any, of said city or town
28 for erection of a building on such lot, and if no distance
29 is so required, such frontage shall be of at least twenty
30 feet. Conveyances or other instruments adding to
31 taking away from, or changing the size and shape of,
32 lots in such a manner as not to leave any lot so affected
33 without the frontage above set forth, or the division of
34 a tract of land on which two or more buildings were
35 standing when the subdivision control law went into
36 effect in the city or town in which the land lies into
37 separate lots on each of which one of such buildings
38 remains standing, shall not constitute a subdivision.




