
SENATE .... No. 613

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS ON ITS INVESTIGATION
RELATIVE TO THE PROPOSED PIER EX-
TENSION AT THE STATE FISH PIER IN THE
CITY OF GLOUCESTER.

Department of Public Work
100 Nashua Street, Boston, 14

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives in General Court
Assembled.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 69, Re-
solves of 1955, the Department of Public Works was au-
thorized and directed to make an investigation and study
relative to a proposed pier extension at the State Fish Pier
in the city of Gloucester.

Chapter 69 of the Resolves of 1955 provides as follows:
Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized

and directed to make an investigation and study relative to a proposed
pier extension at the state fish pier in the city of Gloucester. In making
such study the said department shall consider the subject matter of cur-
rent senate document numbered five hundred and fifty-nine and current
house document numbered two thousand four hundred and six. For the
purpose of this resolve said department may expend such sums as may be
appropriated therefor. The department shall report to the general court
the results of its investigation and study, together with drafts of legisla-
tion necessary to carry its recommendations, if any, into effect, by filing
the same with the clerk of the senate on or before the last Wednesday of
December in the current year.

Under chapter 784 of the Acts of 1955, Supplementary
Budget Item 2220-60, the sum of $5,000 was appropriated
for the purpose of making the above investigation and study.
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This sum was made available to the Department on No-
vember 4, 1955.

It was not possible to complete the investigation and
study and to submit a report by the time specified in chap-
ter 69, so the Department filed Senate Document No. 465
)f 1956, requesting an extension of time, which in turn be-

came chapter 50, Resolves of 1951
Chapter 50 of the Resolves of 1956 provides as follow
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Tire proposed pier extension would be located westerly of
the existing Gloucester Fish Pier and on the remaining por-
tion of what was formerly known as Five Pound Island.

The proposed extension would be 650 feet long and 300
feet wide, and of similar type of construction as the exist-
ing pier, which is a solid fill pier with a riprapped earth
dike on the southerly side and a concrete and granite re-
taining wall supporting the earth fill on the northerly side,
and a 40-foot wide concrete deck on timber piles northerly
from the retaining wall. Adjacent to the pile platform a
depth of 20 feet of water at mean low water will be required.

The survey and sub-surface investigations have been com-
pleted and in the area of the proposed pile platform ledge
was indicated varying in elevation from 8.7 feet to 35.8
feet below mean low water with the average ledge elevation
about 19 feet below mean low water, which would require
the excavation of ledge a maximum depth of about 25 feet,
or an average of 16 to 20 feet.

In the proposed area to be dredged, ledge was indicated
rom 8.7 feet to 44.1 feet below mean low water with the
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average ledge excavation of about 8 feet to obtain the re-
quired 20 feet of water.

Due to the large amount of ledge to be excavated in the
area to be occupied by the proposed pier and the berth
alongside, the estimated cost of the pier extension is ap-
proximately $1,750,000, which amount does not include
buildings, roads or facilities such as sewer, water or elec-
tricity.

The existing pier was constructed under special legisla-
tion (chapter 312, Acts of 1931, as amended) and was paid
for from bond issue funds, together with a federal grant.

Improvements and special work done on the pier since
its completion have been from special funds appropriated
by the General Court.

The Department makes no recommendation for legisla
tion.

Respectfully submitted

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

John A. Volpe,
Commissioner of Public Works

Fred B. Dole,
Lewis J. Fritz,
Associate Commissioners.

R. G. Bessette,
Director, Division of Waterways.




