
SENATE .... No. 659
To accompany the petition of Ella Goodale Hedges, M.D., and Charles

W. Hedges for the adoption of resolutions congratulating the Massachu-
setts Medical Society on the occasion of its one hundred and seventy-fifth
anniversary. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Six.

Resolutions congratulating the Massachusetts medi-
cal SOCIETY ON THE OCCASION OF ITS ONE HUNDRED AND
SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY.

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has ever
been foremost in legislation seeking to advance the health,
welfare and happiness of its citizens; and

Whereas, In the year 1781 the General Court of Massa-
chusetts declaring that “As Health is essentially necessary
to the Happiness of Society, and as its Preservation or
Recovery are closely connected with the Knowledge of the
Animal (Economy, and of the Properties and Effects of
Medicines; and as the Benefit of Medical Institutions,
formed on Liberal Principles, and encouraged by the Patron-
age of the Law are universally acknowledged”, enacted
legislation incorporating certain gentlemen as the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society, which act was signed the first
governor of the Commonwealth under the Constitution
John Hancock; and

11hereas, Scrutiny of the history of the early medical
societies reveals that the first of these associations, which
was of short duration, wr as also conceived in the Massachu-
setts Colony in the year 1735; and

Whereas, The Massachusetts Medical Society held its
first meeting in 1781, and has ever since functioned as the
official representative of the medical profession in Massa-
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chusetts, and enjoys the distinction of being the oldest state
medical society in continuous existence; therefore be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts takes
this occasion to extend its congratulations to the Massachu-
setts Medical Society, its officers and members, upon the
occasion of its one hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary,
and extends its best wishes for continued success and exist-
ence in carrying out the purposes for which it was incor-
porated and ensuring that all candidates for the practice of
medicine and surgery be duly educated and properly quali-
fied to discharge the duties of their profession, thereby pro-
moting the standards of the profession, and protecting and
guarding the health and lives of the citizens of the common-
wealth; and be it further

Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth for-
ward forthwith copies of these resolutions to the Massachu-
setts Medical Society.


